A LETTER 


ro THE of 


Rev. JOHN GOTTLIEB BURKHARDT, . D. 


VINDICATION 


O77 TOR 


Eſtubliſned Doctrines of the Reformation; 


PROVED FROM THE 
Three firſt Chapters of. Geneſis, 
B * 
Chrono logical and Hiſtorical „ 4 


AS AN ANSWER TO HIS 


Syſtem of Divinity ſor the uſe of Schools. 
Mirepreſenting thoſe dofrines as puzzling and uncharitable. 


— 


BY THE 


Rev. Chriſtopher Frederic Triebner, 


Late Miſſionary from the Society for Promoting Chriſtian 


Knowledge to the Emigrant Saltzburghers, and other 
Germans at Eben-Ezer, in Georgia, now Miniſter of a 


German Congregation in Great Eaſt-cheap, Cannon-ſtreet, 
And Author of the Key to the French Revolution. 


& Take counſel together, and it ſhall come to nought, ſpeak the word, aud 
it ſkall not ſtand, For here is Emanuel, &c.” Iſaiah viii. 10. 


It is done. I am Alpha and Omega the Beginning and the End. Iwill 
give unto him that is athirſt, of the fountain of the water of lite freely.“ 


He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, and I will be his God, and 


| be ſhallbe my ſon.“ Rev. xxi. 6, 5. 


As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever ſhall be, world without end 


_ AMEN.” 
Sold by Meſſrs, Rivington, St. Paul's church-yard, &ce ; 


Entered at Stationer's Pall. 


1798. 
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FREEFESK 


: CTUATED neither by an intolerant ſpirit, nor by 
a bigoted party zeal for my own denomination z 
though ever dear to me for truth's ſake ; nor by a vin- 
dictive diſpoſition againſt the perſon to whom the fol- 
lowing letter is directed, whoſe unde ſerved injuries of 
a 12 years ſtanding, I commit to him that judgeth right: 
The love of truth only, with a ſincere regard for the 
glory ot God, and the good of mankind, has induced 
me to come forward at a period, awfully characteriſed 
with the developement of an event hitherto wrapt up in 
the impenetrable plan of a revolution, which, as it has 
aſtoniſhed Europe, will vaniſh like a bubble in the air; 
but may prove dangerous in its conſequences to the 
independency of the ſtates of Europe, to the protestant 
inte rest, and real liberty of individual christiane; should 
Jacobins reſtore poperv, and Proteſtants not improve 
acts of toleration for ſuch an union with God, by faith 
in Chriſt, which, independent of papal and party impoſi- 
tioa, is the _ of truth, and every heceflary inſtitution. 


Thus fure of the event from the word of prophecy, 

I may, perhaps, be aſked, why I trouble myſelf and o- 
thers with remarks on a publication of © A Sy%em-For 
The U!ſeof Schools“ which, ſupported by reſpectable au- 
thorities, is deemed in itz m-thod none of the worlt, and 
having already obtained the approbatidn of lome Criticss 
a why 


1 
+ 


„rr mnt omen ͤ ³Ü ͥ 1 ]ðo˙¾mm a > 
CY 


— — * — 
— — — — 
—— —— — 


— 


— 
3 


* 7 8 4 
1 — EY 
. 1 — —— — 


( iv 


why not go vith the reſt, under the ſanAion of univer- 
ſal toleration i in a free country, where every man may 
think, write, and do, as he pleaſez, and as gone can 
ſay who is in the right, who is he that can ſay the author 
ie in the wrong ? or if he is in the wrong, why not ſhare 
his fate with the reſt? To this I anſwer, if the infal- 
lible author of divine truth had nct, could, or would 
not manifeſt himſelf in a Syſtem, plain and uniform, 

from the very exiſtence of mankind ; if the doctrines 

eJabliihed by the reformation, in- public treaties, hold 
tot the teſt, preſcribed in that ſyſtem ; that is to ſay, 
if God doth not exif}, as well as he acts, as Father, Son, ; 
and Holy Ghoſi, but has only aſſumed the names as ſuch ; 
if the doctrine of a vicarious atonement made for. the 
firs ct the world, by the eternal Son of Cod in human 
nature, for the ſalvation of mankind, is not hy the imme- 
diate appointment of God, but by imitating Jews and 
geniiles ; z if faith in the Redeemer on ſide of men is not 
the jultzzyirg cauſe from ſin and. guilt; if the releaſe- 
ment fim eternal condemnation, for an eternal. union 
of men with God, in whom alone peace and happineſs, 
dcth i in this world and i in that to come, conſiſts, is not 
by C Carift” $ death, &c. then is it preſumption to ſpeak and 
write againſt any ſyſtem, and doctrine, be it ever ſo he- 
terodex. Then orthodoxy has no exiſtence and claim to 
any privilege, and heterodoxy, tho the cauſe of anarchy, 
bare of the {cul and of human ſociety, has $ equal rights. 


PERS.) 


Tous Chrift and W were once placed by Pi- 
late, a blind and timorous politician, on equal footing, 
and at the diſpoſal of an equally blind and inſtigated po- 
pulace, ho, voting for the n. uidetet, that the prince of 


glory 


( v ) 


glory right be crucified, were the forerurne1s of that 
equality which holds the word of God, and traditions 
of me na to be one and the lame | 


The combats of Chriſt's church with belial, from mur- 
dered Abel down to the maſſacres of Proteſtants in 
Freland, muſt be indifferent, and telts freely adopted and 
defended from the time of the reformation by kings and 
potentates, and their ſubjects, for the ſupport of truth 
and ſociety, muſt prove ſuperfluous and tyrannical. 


The, apthor, of. the mentioned ſyſtem, who, promiſe 
ed 16, years, ago to hig congregation. to preach the doc- 
trines of the re formation, andexclaims now againſt them 
as puzzling and uncharitable, muſt then either not have 
underſtood what they, were, and: ignorantly uttered! 
falſhood,, or, if, he has, he proves. a. wilful heterodox and? 
apoſtate under pretext of humanity, by which, as by. the 
peace of the antichriſtian horn, Dan. viii. 25. and Bu- 
onaparte's jeſuitica] political creed, many are deſtroyed. 
Fruth is caſt down to the ground, and a Chriſtian church- 
tho, built on the rock of age e, as a city, is truly inviſidle. 


Thus the. Reader. will meet, page 33, &c. with a no- 
tjfication of a, letter. of, one ati the, for ſworn clergy-in- 
France, who, in. union with the national council, 
alſo, writes, under, pre enſion of humanity, to the arch - 
biſhop. of, Aggos, chief juſtice of the Inquiſuion, and? 
though juſtly, adviſing the ſuppreſſion ot the inquiſtion, 
yet he, betrays, that the. cruel ; revolution. is now- to- 
zoncenttate in, the. re-eſtabli{ſhment of a new papacy, 
velacy,. and center of union of a flouriſhing catholic - 

arch, which, undetg the call of. hatred againlt kings 


and 


ES 
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and their ſuppoſed anatchy, ſecuritig'the exiſting laws Ad 
circumſtances of the republic, means the deſtruction 
ot the independent eſtabliſhment ot Proteſtants, eſpe“ 

cially, if the peace of the Emperor with France ſhould 
extend, (like that of France: with the Pope, to tho Ba- 
tavian republic, &2.) to an acquittance of the Emperor 
and his obligations “ to enjoin the Pope to obſerve the 
concordata's principum, re ſpecting the equality of = 
three religions eſtabliſhed by the Weltphal! ian peace ; 

In ſuch a caſe the Proteſlant ſtates have no other remedy 
than to oppoſe the article of the Paſſavian and Aug» 
ſburgian treaties,” reſpecting a conciliation of religious 
diffetenees, in which the article of juſtifying faith in 
the real atonement of Chriſt, as the foundation of the 
Chrillian ichgion, ought to take the lead; but if that 
ſoundation is abandoned, what can be oppoſed to popery ? 


The article of the reconciliation of men by falth in 
the atonement of Chriſt the God-man, is inſtituted by 
God in Paradiſe, fully ſetforth in the Bible, and profeſſ- 
ed by ihe Greek, and real Proteſtant churches, (ſee Je- 
romonach Platon's Chr. Theol. for the uſe of the pre- 
ſent Emperor of Ruſſia; and publiſked in the year 1470 
at Riga.) This article is one of the contordata 's principum. 
It was alſo the doctrine of the primitive latin church, 
before it was corrupted by the popes and ſcholaſtics, 
when the Popes mixed the article of the atone ment of 
Chriſt, with the merits of men, and ſold both as the 
trealures: of the church by their bulls, &. the ſtates of 
Europe were not only robbed of millions'yearly,*but alſo 
cf that free eternal ſalvation, which'can enly be obtained 
by repentance and faith on the goſpel of Chriſt, Luther 


IS | and 
According to John Fried:I's Letters of Vienna, 1784, the Page 


dif, ofcs of 289 mill ons of uucais in European papal lates, 


( wi ) 


andhis aſſociates oppoſed them, and thereby fulfilled hat 
temarkable prophecy, Dan. viii. 9-14. That, aſter ihs 
reign of Rome's little horn had laſted 2300 prophetic years, 
the lanQuary, or theocracy corrupted by the Jews, 
and the Romans, ſhould be cleanſed, the daily ſacrifice 
or atonement restoted, and the host ro longer trodden 
un ler foot. Theſe eyents realiſe the eſtabliſhment ini 55. 


Proved then, from ancient and modern events, that 
the grand ſcope of the revolution is the introduction of a 
new papal, and pretended orthodox ſyſtem, into the ſtates 
of Europe, the question is; whether a papal church, or 
à political heterodox ſtate ; or the infallible truth of the 
word of God, ſhall direct public affairs? If the firſt, the 
independency of the European ſtates is gone for ever, if 
the ſecond, there will be no peace as long as a ſingle 
tenet of the papal authority exiſts, The word of God, 
therefore, alone remains as a rule of faith, life, and 
Judgment, to undeceive the preſent misled generation, 
and alſo to reviſe the conſtitutions of former ages, ſo, as 
to preſerve what is good, and to reject what is erroneous 
and deſtructive. This rule is eſtabliſhed by the reform- 
ation, and acts of toleration mean its cultivation only. 


Some of the pioug and charitable Proteſtants of this me . 
ttopolis &c. have ſince the commencement of the revolus. 
tion, agreed to bury old bigotry.“ This is laudable, if 
grace and truth, as it is in Jeſus, is made the guide of 
faith, and as truth is but one, from the world's begin» 
ning, a ſketch of a paradiſai-al ſyſtem at the cloſe of this 
Letter, is humbly ſubmited to ihe conſideration of the pi- 
ous and learned, who may as well join in an epitaph on 
atheiſm, infidelity and popery, as they did on bigotry x 
and give eternal ſanRion to the depoſition of the pape, 
ard his ſystem made on the 15th. Feb. last, as follows, 


Thomas Paine, in union with the deistical directory, 


Ibis being ihe wrrkief the almighty all the:world ff 


viii 


of five, its grand ally Pope Pius VI ch., &e. favoHlfs the. 
French revoſuticn, with à bock againſt the bible» 
called the Age of Reaſon, which; on atcotifit of the five 
ſenſes, attributed by him to the directory, proves only 
the age of brutal ſenſuality. And becanfe the further 
5 is an odd ene, and © the ſenſes,” according to Des 
Cartes, * are deeeitfn},” we infer that tf fire tithes five 
ſenſes of the directory, making 25, and the Roman beaſt, 
Rev. xiii. xvii. with eight heads, ten horns of the dra» 
gon, two of the Lamb, goring by thoſe of the whore oj 
Babylon, “ make alſo 25, the whole proves a compound 


oddity and decefition, eſpecially as the five Directors on 


the 15th of Febr. 1708, (when Pius VI. ſeated on che 
papal throne, in the chapel] called Sixtus in Rome, 
whoſe name is 666, Rev. xiii. 18. and ſurrounded by the 
new conclave, or 4 times 6 Cardinals, to celebrate the 
arniverſary of the laſt of 4 times 6 years reign,) made 
the folcwing ſham Ceclaraticn by Haller, a Calviniſt, 


Veur rely n is al an end. 


This. declaration, the eſſe& of a clandeſline rr ent 
to decciie the world, is fully realized by the | infallible 
word of prophecy, and chro: ology, as a, maſter piece 
of the overruling wisdem of Cod! Namely, a8 it ig 
proved that three ſixes* by way of numeratiom are the” 
time of the creation by Elohim, and as the laff vin of- 
Daniel 534 years before Chriſf; termitates the power or 


Rome, to be until aaime, times, and Half a-timez or 7" 
times 666 and 333 years; we find that by redueing them 


to common days, both ſquare with the famous cot. 
tution of 1791, Sep. and that depoſſition in 1798. Fed. 


ſay Amen, Hallelujah, according to Rev” xt xix6- 
s Ray. Mr, Scotts: Vindication, &c, against T, Paine, page 103. 


** 


TO THE 
REV. Dr. BURCKHARDT:. 


Rev. Sir, 


O ſooner than a few days before chritma«s last, 1 
accidently met with your“ Sytem of Divinity For 
the Uſe of Schools,” publithed in April preceding. Not 
ignorant of your ſentiments, &c. reſpeCctir.y the efential 
principles and dog ines of religion, I conld not be ſurpri- 
fed in ſeeing you going 01 the oli way of degenera- 
cy from the truth as it is in Fus. I ecpeacd it to be the 
lame as you profeſſed, fix years ago, an4 now | perceive 
even in a ſyſtem, that, in conſideration of the great pro- 
grels the ſtudy of religion hath made, during the period of 
the lalt fifty years,” many theological doctrines, (which, 
however, the bible and our ſound divines hold as eftential 
to eternal ſalvation) muſt be (lated in an om light 
from what they were before.” 


Your, objections to what I had advanced in my Effay, 

. publiſhed in the year 1788, and in The Chriſtian Scrip- 
tural Guide, were not to matters uneſſential, or to trifles 
in compoſition and ſtile ; but to the very eſſentials of real 
_ Chriltianity, taken from the old teſtament, which, you 
ſaid, chriſtians had no longer to do with, after the co- 
ming of Chriſt.“ I own thi, objeQtion diverted me from 
my plan, to publiſh the Hiſtories of the Old Teſtament, 
as I had propoſed to do; becaule I held it n:cellary to 
give firſt a comparative view of the d.ctrines of 
the old and new tellainent, and ſhewed kat, if the old 
teſtament is no. longer necelsary in ſeiting forth the 
WW elsential 
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eſſential doArines of God's will, tefpeA'ng Chri?, as the 
way to the ſalvatien cf mer, the rew teſtament might 
then be deemed an impolitiin en markind, and Chriſt 
himſelf an impoſtor, as he is held by jews, &c. 


Would it be to the purpoſe, that you, ſir, in your work, 
reprelent Christ as a © moſt extraordinary dign fied per- 
fon, pre-exii'ing beyond compreÞtenGon, a perfect pattern 
of virtue,” if not really God? All theſe charaReriliics fall 
infinitely ſhort of what holy writ uniformly deſcribes him 
from the foundation of the world ; they may as well be ap- 
plied to Buonaparte, cr to Socrates your idol, whoſe 
mode of catechising christian youth on John i. &c. ſeems 
more ſuitable to your purpoſe than that of God, and 
his Christ. Gen. iii. 7-13, John, iv. 7-27. x. 32-38. 

Yeu, fir, declare, page v. in the Preface, that you 

« ſoon found the want of a book, in which the princi- 
ples and duties of chriſtianity were treated in a pro- 
per, and ſyſtematical manner, ſuited to the capacities 
© of youth, and to the neceſſities of our times.“ To this 1 
anſwer, that, though you have obſerved ſyſtewatical or- 
der, according to your intention of arranging historical 
facts of the Old and New Testament, yet you have ſaid 
nothing new, but what has been said by Socinians a thou. 
ſand times, reſpecting the dogmatical and moral parts; 
you ought to he given theſe the firſt place in your his- 
tori al account, according to the example of the allwiſe 
revealer of irnth, whoſe ſyſtematical order is certainly 
more proper and worthy of all imitation, becauſe He as 
author of holy writ, is ns beſt arranger and interpreter. 


This method, followed by Luther, Arndt, Spener, 
Baumgarten, and our Cruſius, &c. would have given your 
work a great advantage; becauſe, had you laid the foun- 
dation with the dogmatic and moral part, ſozas to fur- 


niſh 


n 


niſh the mind of youth with the baſis of he analogy of faith, 
it might be enabled to form a just judgment of things; 
the reading of the hiſtory of the bible would of court, 
be a constam improvement of their mind, the establi h- 
mentof iheir faith, and a ballanceto the errors of our 
aye; as for instance, had the Spirit of truth not thougre 
the distinction of the state of the ablolut2 Jehovih, aud 
that of Elohim, by whom he created the world, eſſenti- 
al, he would have begun the bible with the name of je- 
hovah, or Eloha, ard not with Elohim ſignifying a plura- 
lity of ſubſiſtences, maniteſted for the world's ſake. 


I woul4 therefore, in compliance with your deſite, ex- 
prefled in the laſt page of the preface, beg leave to 
communicate :o you ſome obſervations, which I entreax 
you will conſider as being made from the ſincereſt 
motives for the ſake of truth, ard the chriitian church, 
which appear to me tv ſuffer by your book, in conſe- 
quence of your declaration inthe preface, page vi, © that 
© you have put into the hands of your pupils; a sKetch 
© of ſome plain, undoubted eſſentials, in the principles 
© of the chriſtian religion, wherein all parties agree in, 
© and that you have omitted ſuch doctrines and expreſsi- 
© ons, as tend to puzzle and confule the mind.“ And 
becauſe you have never mentioned in your bouk ſuch 


dectrines which the bible univerſally, and divinzs in 


every age, have held as elsential in the chriſtian taith ; I 
conclude that the diſtinct ion of the bleſsed Three in One, 
the ever to be adored d:vinity cf our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
his vicarious ſacrifice, the perſonality of the Holy Ghost, 
and the establ ſhment of justifying faith by regen rating 
grace, arc not deemed to be eſſential with you, and that 
you are deſignedly tor establiſhing a new church amongst 
young people, which, their fathers knew nothing of, ard 

which 
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which, of courſe, would puzzle the minds of the parents, 
as much as thofe of the children, whoſe reaſoning ta- 
culties, you ſay, page, xi. is a ground to work upon, 
Muſt not, fir, parents think our best reformers ei- 
ther blcckheals that cculd not, or knaves that would 
not be as wile as Sccirians, 200 years ago, or as Semle- 
riane, Barthians, Tellerians, and other novelists have 
been for half a century. 


As you profeſs, page, 49 the holy Scriptures divinely 
inſpired,” though perhaps nct in toto“ and that it is the 
only rule of faith, and manners ;” let it then alſo be the 
rule of judgment of what you have advanced, and the 
judicicus public will jadge of the candor of your profel- 
dion as a Lutheran, or rather a ſcriptural divine. 


I ſhal! follow your order, from article to article, on- 
ly with that exception, that, as I hold the dogmatical 
and moral part the ground work of divine revelation, ſet- 
forth in tle three fist Chapters of Geneſis by God him- 
fel“, as Moſes aticlis, I ſhall not begin merely with his- 
tory, as you have done, but Withthe dogmatical and moral 
part, ſo that, its a. alo,vof faith may take the lead and act 
the part of a jucge of ſubſequent doQtrines and hiſtorical 
fects, im every age, and guide the reader to know how 
far believers have been ri ht in their taith and actions, 
which rendered them wort! y of arceptance withGod, and 
how far the wicked have devia ed trom the truth in doc, 
trine and pia de, and brought upon them the judg- 
ments of God uno eternal condemnation. 

I wc uld have pals:-d by page 48, where you ſpeak of 
real happinels by true pract c. religion, piety, and vir- 
tue; but when jou, pare <1, define religion in general 
to be the different manner to knew and worſhip Godin 
order to enjoy his grace, and to be nappy in this and in a 

B 2 | fluture 
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future ſtate,” you, by ſuch a definition, prejudice the only 
ſaving truth ot God, and give a ſanction to the molt abo- 

minable errors of heathens, jews, mat ommetans, &:. un- 

der the pretext of an advo-ate for truth. You know, 

ſir, that this different mode of worthiping God is a- 

kin to that indiffercncy of motives, by which jeſu- 

its worked upon the Chinele, and alſo on other clafles 

of men, in Europe, &c. ſo that they have now a:com=- 

pliſhed their wicked deſigus, in corrupting the purity of 
revealed religion, and the jew, the mahom:netan, and ſecs. 

tarians follow them with full strides, and, lulled in a state 

of carnal ſecurity, vainly hope to be acceptable uato God 
wethe r they believe the bible or not, You know al'o what 
controverſies have been carried on amongſt the Roman 

catho'ic teachers with that ſociety on that account, in Eu- 
rope, Aſia, and America, theſe 200 years; and in what 
manner our beſt divines have comerded againſt that diff. 
erent mole of worſhiping God, which is the very parent 
of that infidelity, which hath deluge ! the (fates of Europes 
like a flood, and would be ſupporte i by the pope aud court 
of Ro ne, who, in his letter to Buonapart+, Dec. 24h, 

1799 ac know ledyes his compliance with unbounded to- 
le ration, and by he {wort ot atheiſts, under the terror 
of a political ſyſtem, abſolutely independent of all religi- 
on, ſubTi's, aud ſays, * his k ng lom is ni ot this world 
now,” bu would nave the French to make it lo again. 


Tr is, fr, is not the ductrin cf the bible, which teaches 
but one way of WI Hh ping God, viz. in ſpirit and in truth, 
in which alone real happtuefscnſiſts. Tac krowledge 
of the ny true God, and whom he has tert, Jeſus” 
Curtis“, in whom the deſires ot men find an all/ufficient_ 
ſource of napvin-ls, is quite notber thin vours. There 
is no ſal , ation in any Other, aud no name, given 10 
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man, be it that of Moſes, the Pope, Mahommet, Luther, 
Calvin, Socinius, or T. Pain, than the name of elus. 
Though you would indeed ſuggest © chat truth ſhould not 
© be ſacrificed to love, but, fir, what you give with one 
hand you take back with the other. Your indiscreet love 


forall religion might as well take in the worſhipers of the 


leopardian beaſt, to which the deiſtical dragon bas theſe laſt 
42 months, and 666 days, 1. e. from the famous 1oth. of 
Auguſt, 92, to the 1oth. of Dec.g7. given his great power 
Rev. xii. xiii. “ viz. On the 10th of Ang. 92. deists and re- 
publicans meaning to overthrow christianity, with royal- 
ty, maſſlazreed 12,000 Parisians, &c. On the tenth of Dec. 
97. Buonaparte delivered his antichristian ſpeech, and the 
ratification of the treaty with the Emperor to the direc. 
tory. Rudler dated his disorganizing plan and Raſtact o- 
pened its congreſs the ſame date. And if you add 3 times 
666 and 333, to ihe 1th of Auguſt 9a. it will make the 
zist. of Dec. next; the dragon will then allo finiſh his 

time 


Certainly, sir, if the revolutionary years are included in your 
go years, of the prog reis of d. vinity and ſciences, the unbounded tc 
leration which Pius the VIth, and the French ſeemed to grant to all re- 
ligious opinions, (at least for ſo long as they deem it neCelsary tor ti e 
fall introduction of their 1cal ſystem z) Deists, who, as the devi's 
trembling oclieve àa God, and Socimans a Christ of their own ma- 
king, must come within the compaſs of your different mode of wor- 
shiping Gd; but imagine not yourſelf too ſecure with your new ſy- 
stem ot Givinity ; the x ope still would be the father of christendom,ard 
his government of the church with its hierarchy is acknowledged by 
the French to be monarchical, and consistent with democracy, which au- 
guisarevival of his tyrannical orihodexy, what fate would heterodoxy 
bave in ſuch a case? Ste the Oracle of the 15th of Jan. article Ferra. 
ra, the sch. of Dec. last Your heterodoxy is the effect of the plan of 
that -ourt to undo the establishment of the doctrines of the reiormation 


to justify its uſurpation and puuish protestants by way of recriminauone 
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time. Rev. xii. 12. xx. Should this prove as I believe 


the plenary inſpiration of St. John's Revelaticn, &c. 
disputed by Socinians, they will then lose their patron, 


Christ and the bible, fir, are the free and inestimable 
gifts cf God unto mankind, which neither you, nor any 
man have a right to construe according to the modes and 
faſhions of deſigning men. What would you fay, it 
one ſhould bequeath unto you a legacy of 20,000 pounds, 
ard another ſhould take the liberty to cut off one or t vo 
cyphers, and make 200 out of 20, 00; or if one ſhould 
const rue vour diploma as Doctor into an inſignificant ti- 
tle of a little village-ſchcol master, would ycu be ſatisfied ? 
and will God be satisfied, if you make of Christ what 
You please; and his word what the whims cf men pleaſe ? 


As to the neceſſities of the times, you, fir, do not know 
what they are. Chriſtian nations want a ſyem founded 
on the words of Chriſt, © whatſozver' ye will that men 
« ſhall do unto you, do it all» unto them; & ” which 
is the ſummary not oaly of divine laws, and the prophets 
but alſo of what is good inthe con'titutions of the world? 
a ſystem that throws uſurped notions of unity, indiviſi, 
bil.ty, of liberiy, equality, &c, into their truly orthodox 
channel, ſo as to render them ſubſervient to the ſecurny, 
of not only temporal, but eternal lite, freedom, and haps 
pineſs; a ſystem in which the cauſe of mankind is em- 
barked, and capable to make the atheiſt, deist, and Soci- 
nian bluſh; a ſystem of reconciliation, for which the pu- 
blic taith of most all European nations is pledged by trea- 
ties, and which has now a better chance of luccels in its 
purity, after the pope has ſanctioned disorganiſation. 

But ſuppcle the preſent preremptory demands of the 
French on the chriſtian nations, to furnich their pleni- 
Fotendaries at the congrels of Raltadt, with unlimited 


power, 


129 


power, ſhould hare a tenden zy to overthrow the eſſa- 

bliſh ert ef the CoArines of the re formation, and to ſe- 

cure the conſent of every potentate, biſh-p, and prieſt, to 

their treaties with the pope and tus iucceti rs, &c. as it 

.apjears flon the XXI. Article t the trzaty ot the 

French wath the pr pc, which, politively favs that it ſhall 

extend to th Batavian repu>l.c ;* luppole that the powers 
af inc earth ſhouid be lo far infatuated by avzrice, talſe 

k philcſophy, and uuſcriptural toteration 0: all rel gious ne 
s -pinions, v. hich may rather de called“ babylons cup cf a- 
j bomination', aud thatther, which God torbi!, ſhould aiſo 
| put their ſeal to the abon inat, ens of deiftical ath-iſts, 
| as the pope, and molt ct the Ronan cathelie powers, 
|; have done; it would only prove that univerſal apostacys 
[ for v hich your boasied * pro; refs of modern Civinity,? 
| has paved the road thele fitty years ; but by no means 
iy that the doQtrines vt the retormation are not effential to 
| the ſalvation of markind, Your ſpecious, but high» 
ly inadequate notions of Chriſt, ſecure ncither that per- 
| feR and laſling peace ard comfort of the immortal ſoul3 
0 nor the political intereſt, and independency of states; 
; nor that aſſurance ot eternal life, and happineſs, which 
the real doctrines of the reformation unquestionably do. 


5 
| I therefore cannot believe, © that all parties, and the 
| _generality of chriſtians agree with your doctrines,» 
; which, ſhould they ſupport them would .prove highly 
' impolitical, and hoſtile to the doctrines of the reforma- 
| tion, to the eſtabliſhed political independency cf the 
| wordof God, as a fundamental law of, Chriſtian nations, 
} and to that reconciliation of religious differences, im- 
plied in the integrity © of the German empire,“ which 
at the expence of Rome, ought tobe the grand object of 
the congrels atRaſladt and for which nations ſhould unite. 
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As all public treaties hitherto made between chriſti- 
an nations in the name of the bleſſed Trinity, (except 
thoſe made with Turks and infidels, from which ſuch 
as were made by atheiſts, with the grand duke of Tuſ- 
cany, from the 3d. of March 1795. to that of Campo 
Formio, have taken the model ;) we may aſk, what ought 
to have been the conduct of chriſtian, and eſpecially of 
Lutheran divines, on ſuch an occaſion? 1 anſwer, 
they ought to have taken the model from the conduct of 
the reformers, who proteſted againſt every corruption of 
divine truth, as far as it was in their power, at the riſk 
of their lives, and whatever was ncar and dear to them ; 
when in the year 1545 the preſent impenetrable plan of 
Jeſuitiſm began to work, under the direction of the 
court of Rome, againſt the Augſburgh confeſſion not 
only, but alſo againſt the independent rights of kings 
and nations, in matters of religion; when the mischiev- 
ous interim, impoſed by Charles Vth. was deviſed againſt 
the church, with a view to bring her back under the 
wings of tyrannical Rome, How valiantly have both 
the Lutheran princes, (even thoſe who were in a re- 
proachful impriſonment,) and their divines ſtood forth 
in defence of what they believed the truth ! God gave 
them the victory in a manner, which as it was pointed 
out in holy writ, to come to paſs in the years 1552 and 
1555, after Rome had ſtood full 2300 years, Dan. viii. 
9—14. confeſſed truth to the preſent period of univer- 
ſal temptation, which, according to the Revelation of 
St. John ch. iii. 10. is now come upon the whole world; 
but it appears that you, fir, without being tempted by 
fire and ſword, under the protection of a gracious and 
truly tolerating government, have abandoned the rruth, 
and without provocation contrary to your ſolemn en- 
gagement, conformed yourſelf to a deluſive heterodoxy 
and Socinianism, in confirmation of which you quote a 

C number 
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number of authors, ſome of reſpectable, and others of in- 
different characters to render it authoritive and palatable, 


Thus you would run down Chriſt, and the doctrine 
of the bleſſed Trinity, with that of his vicarious atone- 
ment, and juſtification by grace and faith; nay with an 
air unbecoming a blind and ſhort-ſighted mortal, you, 
in the preface page xviii. charge the allwiſe Author of 
truth with not having collected and laid down methodically 
the articles of faith, and rules of condutt in the word of Gad, ſo 
that every one ſhould ſee how needful it was to range the mate- 
rials in a proper ſy/tematical order by you. What a pride, and 
aſtoniſhing preſumption is that! Would to God all an- 
tient and modern ſyſtems of philoſophy, divinity and mo- 
rality, had ſimply and faithfully adhered to that ſyſtema- 
tical order, as it is ſet forth in the 3 firſt chapters of Ge- 
neſis; the church of Chriſt, and mankind in general would 
not have experienced that pernicious anarchy and con- 
fuſion, which turns now the world upſide down, even 
at the expenceof truth itſelf, and that temporal and eter- 
nal happineſs, for the eſtabliſhmcnt of which a bountiful 
and gracious God has condeſcended to manifeſt himſelf. 


If you were ſincere in your profeſſion that the bible is 
divinely inſpired, you could not have wrote the above 
paragraph. May God forgive you, and open your eyes 
to ſee that the ſyſtem of revealed truth is not irregular 
but wonderfully adapted to its intents and purpoſes, 
For inſtance, I ſay again, would the everlaſting Jehovah, 
who dwelleth in light inacceſſible become known 
and approachable by angelical and human intelligences it 

was proper that he ſhould be Elohim that the bible ſhould 
commence not with Jehovah, but Elohim, a name 
which bears a relation to ſubjects capable to reverenceand 
adore him, in a manner ſolely peculiar to him. And 
when we find that this name, uncompounded with the 

name 


En“) 
name Jehovah is firſt made uſe of by the Spirit of truth in 
the deſcription of all created things, and afterwards in 
the ſecond ard third chapters, compounded and prefix- 
ed by Jehov. n, which ch. iv, ſtands ſingle ten times, is 
not this a remarkable indication that Jehovah is manifeſt- 
ed in and through Elohim, that Elohim is alſo the Je- 
hovah, that he in his divine nature is as well the firſt and 
the laſt, and that a chain of truth is eſtabliſhed in ſo 


regular and beautiful a connexion in the bible, as is to 
be found in no other book in the world. 
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It is evident that Jehovah ſtood in no need of a world, 
he therefore would never have been Elohim, or God 
knowing the world's evil; and if ſo, who can Elohim be 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, anointed by Eloha according 
to Pſalm xly. 8. ii, 6—12, Prov. viii. 22—31. 
And if the Spirit of Jehovah and Elohim moveth upon 
the waters and was one of the creators of the world, 

Pſ. xxxiii, 6 comp, with the original of Pſ. exlix. 2, 
and Ecc, xii. 1. is not this a fair proof that theſe names 

are predicates of different ſubjects, which you, page 84. 
deny and repreſent as mere names, which God took 

not to deſcribe his manner of exiſting but of acting?“ 


It would be waſting time, paper and ink, to alledge 
againſt you the uſual proofs for the three diſtinctions of 
the Supreme Jehovah, manifeſted as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe brought up at the feet of an ortho. 
dox Cruſius, and in poſſeſſion of moſt all the dogmatics, 
and ſyſtems of the Lutheran and Calviniſtic divines, 
and eſpecially of the improvements of theſe doctrines 
by the Rev. Dr. Urlsperger, it is leſs ignorance with 
you as it is with other antitrinitarians. I therefore ſhall 


ſubmit to you only a few queſtions in ſupport of that 
doctrine, which are not commons 
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Do not you believe, ſir, with other divines and phi— 
Joſophers that God, (Jehovah) abſolutely independent 
of the world, muſt have exiſted in another ſtate than 
that in which he created the world by Elohim ? 


If he manifeſted himſelf as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for the ſake of the world, in a manner known to 
himſelf, could he aſſume names to deſcribe the acting 
of a father and of a ſon, and of a ſpirit, without really 
exiſting as ſuch ? 


If Jehovah could be God without being Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, without a world, was it impoſſible 
to him to become ſo for the ſake of the world, by be- 
getting his eſſence as father, by coming forth as Son 
from the Father, by proceeding as Spirit from the Fa- 
ther, through the Son? Could men, and human ſoci— 
ety, where father, ſon, and ſpirit exiſt, be ſaid to have 
been made after the image of Elohim, if God doth not 
really exiſt as Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ? 


To decide the whole for ever, I ( after a few more 
remarks) prove this doctrine from the paradiſaical ſyſtem 
by a chronological and mathematical argument, 1ſt. 
The triune Jehovah exiſting as one from abſolute eter- 
nity, ſtood in no need of a world, and in that ſenſe 
he might have remained ſo without being Eloha and E- 
lohim. 2d. Jehovah became Eloha, the God and Father 
of our lord Jeſus Chriſt, by a covenental decree, to ma- 
nifeſt, or beget himſelf in the Son, who came from the 
Father's boſom, Ps. ii. 2-7. the Son as ſelf- exiſtent wiſ- | 
dom, permited himſelf to be made, or prepared wiſdom 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, for the 
ſake of the world, and eſpecially his church; Prov. viii. 
22. And as independent rational perſons loſe not their 


dignity 


( 3. 


dignity by ſelf-ſubordination, ſo could Chriſt not loſe 
his, as Elohim, ſuffering the death of the croſs freely, 
zilys As it is expreſsly faid, Gen. i. 1. that the Spi- 
rit of Elohim moveth on the waters we infer the a- 
nointing of Elohim by the oil of gladneſs, has been 
alſo by the independent Spirit of Eloha, in conſe- 
quence of Chriſt's loving independently righteouſneſs, 
and hating iniquity according to Ps. xiv. 8. Therefore 
Elohim ! thine Eloha has anointed thee before thy fellows, 


In that ſenſe Jehovah, independent of the world, 
is the only true God. Elohim connected with the 
world is the only true God, The Spirit of Jehovah E- 
lohim, conjugated with the verb ſingular, is the only 
true God, each the ſame in eſſence, but different in ſtate, 


This conſtruction evidently proves, that though Je- 
hovah is another in his abſolute ſtate, and Elohim ano- 
ther by freely and covenantly entering in an intermedi- 
ate ſtate, for the ſake of the world, and that the Spirit 
of Jehovah Elohim is another, freely and covenantly 
proceeding from Jehovah Elohim, yet theſe three are one 
indiviſible God; becauſe the manifeſtation, and beget- 
ing of a moſt perfectly ſimple ſpirit admits of no divi- 
fon, like ſpirits and ſouls connected with bodies which 
are created and not begotten, 


But before I give a full demonſtrative proof of the 
unity in the trinity, by the chronological numbers, I 
cannot but touch at the abuſe of the terms unity and in- 
diviſibility, liberty and equality, by diſguiſed French athe- 
iſts, and deiſts, in league with the court and princes of 
Rome, from whom, no doubt, the whole French ſyſtem 
has its origin ; which would have been impoſed long 
ago by a bull or a congreſs, in its original orthodox ſtate, 
upon proteſtants ; if it were not too palpable a proof 
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that the whole revolution is a farce, acknowledged by 
the court of Rome, and their votaries, with a view 
to play a circumvenire on proteſtants by the eſtabliſhment 


of a preponderancy of a political power, which ſhall do 


that by the force of arms, what papiſts never could, 


and much leſs would do, by found arguments; namely, 


that Chriſt is the all-ſufficient mediator between God 
and man, his Spirit the only infallible Vicar on earth, 


and his word the only rule of faith, and manners, 


And if proteſtants of all perſuaſions do not unite in 
theſe doctrines, and propoſe a plan of reconciliation to 
the French nation at large, to the German Empercr, 
and the Roman catholic powers, (who altogether are 
bound by public treaties, to promote ſuch a reconcili- 
ation for a unity of faith,) the French revolution will 
prove a fore-taſte of the lake of fire and brimſtone to them 
as it has been hitherto to the manœuvring pope and his 
aſſociates, Rev. xiv. 9—12. 


It was neceſſitous policy in the late king of Pruſſia, and 
other proteſtant ſtates, when they, ſure of a modification 
of the French conſtitutions into a truly ſcriptural ſyſtem 
followed the example of the grand duke of Tuſcany, 
perhaps from different motives, in making a ſeparate 
peace , when they ſpared human blood and treaſure un- 
der ſuch a proſpect. And would to God, Roman ca- 
tholic powers, and the French nation at large, were as e- 
qually minded as proteſtants in forwarding ſuch a recon- 


ciliation by rational and chriſtian-like means, by which 


alone, under the bleſſing of the almighty, a union of 
all nations, real and genuine liberty of all ſtates, equa- 
lity of juſtice, a proper order of things, and reſiſtance 
againſt infernal, papal, and anarchical oppreſſion, can 
be eſtabliſhed without endangering eſſentials, 


But 


1 


But are potentates capable to effect theſe good purpo- 
ſes without being ſincerely, and faithfully aſſiſted by 


their ſubjects, and eſpecially by public teachers in 


ſchools, univerſities, and other public inſtitutions ? 


Your boaſt of the progreſs of divinity and the ſcien- 
ces, thele fifty years, appears not favorable for ſuch a 
purpoſe, but as you ſay the bible is divinely inſpired, 
and as others ſay ſciences may be reduced to only two; 
namely, arithmetic, and geometry ; and as the work 
of our beſt divines, and eſpecially thoſe, who, like Lu- 
ther, Arndt, Spener, Frank, &c. laboured much in 
ſcriptural divinity ; and held that all the treaſures of wis- 
dom and knowledge are hid in Chrifl Jeſus ; the proteſtant 
rule that the holy ſeripture is to be explained by itſelf ; that it 
is the only and aii-ſufficient rule of faith, for the temporal and 
eternal happineſs of mankind, ſerves alſo as a baſis reſpectinę 
thoſe ſciences, which are neceſlary for the temporal life. 


I, therefore, apply theſe rules alſo to the ſcriptural, 
arithmetic, and ſcientihc chronology, and prove by it 
the certainty of the blefſed Three in One, 


Namely. If Jehovah, manifeſted in Elohim, and his 
Spirit, are the creators of the world, in ſix days, there 
muſt be order of ſociety in God, namely, Jehovah the 
it, Elohim the ad, and their Spirit the 3d perſon, Elo- 
him being the anointed by the Spirit of Jehovah, is the 
medium of connexion between the abſolute Jehovah, and 
the world, he connects eternity with time and ſpace, which 
the world received in fix days, by which we know what 
is a time, as it ſtands applyed to the fourth beaſt. 
Dan, vii. 25. xii. 7. Rev xii. 14. comp. with ch. xiii, 
18, And if the world is made in fix days by Jehovah, 
his Elohim, and his Spirit, the proof ſtands thus, 


Jehovah 
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Jehovah, Elohim, their Spirit, made the 1ſt. day. 1.1. 1, 
Do, — — — — — the 2d, day, 1.1.1, 
Do. — — — — =— the 3d. day. 1.1.1. 
This is what is called half a time — — 3.3.3. 
Add 3 days more it makes _— — — — 6.6 6, 
Multiply 3 times 666 it makes 1998. Again, 3 times 696 
and the fix days of the creation, it makes the year 4002 
of the miraculous conception of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which, though ever ſo much ſcoffed at by infidels, ſtands 
thus fure even on chronological grounds. Luke i. 35. 
Add again 1998 and the millenium to 4002, it makes 
7000 years, Divide 7000 by 3 the dividend is 2331, or 
a time, times, and half a time ; the full duration of the 
Roman monarchy, till 1582, 85. when Gregory XIII. 
the callender maker, and Sixtus Vth. like Romu- 
lus, and Julius Cæſar, changeth times and laws the 
third time; but to prove the above 2331 not to be days 
the cleanſing of the ſanctuary after 2300 years, ch. viii. 
14. coincides with the Paſſavian and Augſburgh treaties, 
Deduct 31 from 1582 and 85 it makes 1552 and 1555, 
Again the time, times, and half a time, Dan, xii 
correſpond with 1797, the downfall of the papal ſyſtem. 
As arts and ſciences, whoſe object is the 6 days work 
of the creation, are taught more atheiſtically than ſys- 
tematically with truth; Profeſſor Kant, Lord Bolling- 
broke, &c. muſt acknowledge their deficiencies, and 
ſuch as boaſt of ſound reaſon, proteſt againſt demon- 
ftrative proofs ſrom divine revelation, and puzzle the 
minds of weaker chriſtians, baptiſed in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould 
remember that they deſerve a more dreary reſidence 
than that of St Luke's, both in this world and in that 
to come! | 


Had 
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As all public treaties hitherto made between chtiſti- 
an nations in the name of the bleſſed Trinity, (except 
thoſe made with Turks and infidels, from which ſuch 
as were made by atheiſts, with the grand duke of Tuſ- 
cariy, from the 3d. of March 1795. to that of Campe 
Formio, have taken the mode] ;) we may aſk, what ought 
to have been the conduct of chriſtian, and eſpecially of 
Lutheran divines, on ſuch an occaſion? 1 anſwer, 
they ought to have taken the model from the conduct of 
the reformers, who proteſted againſt every corruption of 
divine truth, as far as it was in their power, at the riſk 
of their lives, and whatever was near and dear to them; 
when in the year 1545 the preſent impenetrable plan of 
Jeſuitiſm began to work, under the direction of the 
court of Rome, againſt the Augſburgh confeſſion not 
only, but alſo againſt the independent rights of kings 
and nations, in matters of religion ; when the mischiev- 
ous interim, impoſed by Charles Vth. was deviſed againſt 
the church, with a view to bring her back under the 
wings of tyrannical Rome, How valiantly have both 
the Lutheran princes, (even thoſe who were in a re- 
proachful impriſonment,) and their divines ſtood forth 


in defence of what they believed the truth! God gave 


them the victory in a manner, which as it was pointed 
out in holy writ, to come to paſs in the years 1552 and 
1555, after Rome had ſtood full 2300 years, Dan, viii, 


g—14. confeſſed truth to the preſent period of univer- 


ſal temptation, which, according to the Revelation of 
St. John ch. iii. 10. is now come upon the whole world; 
but it appears that you, fir, without being tempted by 
fire and ſword, under the protection of a gracious and 
truly tolerating government, have abandoned the truth, 
and without provocation contrary to your ſolemn en. 
gagement, conformed yourſelf to a deluſive heterodoxy 
and Socinianism, in confirmation of which you quote a 
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number of authors, ſome of reſpectable, and others of in- 
different characters to render it authoritive and palatable, 


Thus you would run down Chriſt, and the doctrine 
of the bleſſed Trinity, with that of his vicarious atone- 
ment, and juſtification by grace and faith; nay with an 
air unbecoming a blind and ſhort-ſighted mortal, you, 
in the preface page xviii. charge the allwiſe Author of 
truth with not having collected and laid down methodically 
the articles of faith, and rules of conduct in the word of God, fo 
that every one ſhould ſee how needful it was to range the mate- 
rials in a proper ſy/lematical order by you, What a pride, and 
aſtoniſhing preſumption is that! Would to God all an- 
tient and modern ſyſtems of philoſophy, divinity and mo- 
rality, had ſimply and faithfully adhered to that ſyſtema- 
tical order, as it is ſet forth in the 3 firſt chapters of Ge- 
neſis; the church of Chriſt, and mankind in general would 
not have experienced that pernicious anarchy and con- 
fuſion, which turns now the world upſide down, even 
at the expenceof truth itſelf, and that temporal and eter- 
nal happineſs, for the eſtabliſhment of which a bountiful 
and gracious God has condeſcended to manifeſt himſelf, 


If you were ſincere in your profeſſion that the bible is 
divinely inſpired, you could not have wrote the above 
paragraph, May God forgive you, and open your eyes 
to ſee that the ſyſtem of revealed truth is not irregular 
but wonderfully adapted to its intents and purpoſes. 
For inſtance, I ſay again, would the everlaſting Jchovah, 
who dwelleth in light inacceſſible become known 
and approachable by angelical and human intelligences it 
was proper that he ſhould be Elohim that the bible ſhould 
commence not with Jehovah, but Elohim, a name 
which bears a relation to ſubjects capable to reverence and 


_ adore him, in a manner ſolely peculiar to him. And 


when we find that this name, uncompounded with the 
| nan. e 


1 


name Jehovah is firſt made uſe of by the Spirit of truth in 
the deſcription of all created things, and afterwards in 
the ſecond and third chapters, compounded and prefix- 
ed by Jehovah, which ch. iv, ſtands ſingle ten times, is 
not this a remarkable indication that Jehovah is manifeſt- 
ed in and through Elohim, that Elohim is alſo the Je- 
hovah, that he in his divine natureis as well the firſt and 
the laſt, and that a chain of truth is eſtabliſhed in ſo 
regular and beautiful a connexion in the bible, as is to 
be found in no other book in the world, 


It is evident that Jehovah ſtood in no need of a world, 
he therefore would never have been Elohim, or God 
knowing the world's evil ; and if ſo, who can Elohim be 
but the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, anointed by Eloha according 
to Pſalm xIlv. 8. it, 6—12, Prov. vii. 2231, 
And if the Spirit of Jehovah and Elohim moveth -upon 
the waters and was one of the creators of the world, 
Pſ. xxxiii, 6 comp, with the original of Pſ. cxlix. 2. 
and Ecc, xii. 1. is not this a fair proof that theſe names 
are predicates of different ſubjects, which you, page 84. 
deny and repreſent as mere names, which“ God took 
not to deſcribe his manner of exiſting but of acting?“ 


It would be waſting time, paper and ink, to alledge 
againſt you the uſual proofs for the three diſtinctions of 
the Supreme Jehovah, manifeſted as Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe brought up at the feet of an ortho- 
dox Cruſius, and in poſſeſſion of moſt all the dogmatics, 
and ſyſtems of the Lutheran and Calviniſtic divines, 
and eſpecially of the improvements of theſe doQtrines 
by the Rev. Dr. Urlsperger, it is leſs ignorance with 
you as it is with other antitrinitarians. I therefore ſhall 


ſubmit to you only a few queſtions in ſupport of that 
doctrine, which are not commons 
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Do not you believe, ſir, with other divines and phi— 
Joſophers, that God, (Jehovah) abſolutely independent 
of the world, muſt have exiſted in another {tate than 
that in which he created the world by Elohim ? 


If he manifeſted himſelf as Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, for the ſake of the world, ina manner known to 
himfelf, could he aſſume names to deſcribe the acting 
of a father and of a ſon, and of a ſpirit, without really 
exiſting as ſuch ? 


If Jehovah could be God without being Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, without a world, was it impoſſible 
to him to become ſo for the ſake of the world, by be- 
getting his eſſence as father, by coming forth as Son 
from the Father, by proceeding as Spirit from the Fa- 
ther, through the Son? Could men, and human ſoci- 
ety, where father, ſon, and ſpirit exiſt, be ſaid to have 
been made after the image of Elohim, if God doth not 
really exiſt as Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt? 


To decide the whole for ever, I (after a few more 
remarks) prove this doctrine from the paradiſaical ſyſtem 
by a chronological and mathematical argument, ft. 
The triune Jehovah exiſting as one from abſolute eter- 


nity, ſtood in no need of world, and in that ſenſe 


he might have remained fo without being Eloha and E- 
lohim. ad. ſehovah became Eloha, the God and Father 
of our lord Jeſus Chriſt, by a covenental decree, to ma- 
nifeſt, or beget himſelf in the Son, who came from the 
Father's boſom, Ps. ii. 2-7. the Son as ſelf-exiſtent wiſ- 

dom, permited himſelf to be made, or prepared wiſdom 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and redemption, for the 
ſake of the world, and eſpecially his church ; Prov, yiii. 
22. And as independent rational perſons loſe not their 


dignity 
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dignity by ſelf-ſubordination, ſo could Chriſt not loſe 
his, as Elohim, ſuffering the death of the croſs freely, 
zdly. As it is expreſsly ſaid, Gen. i. 1. that the Spi- 
rit of Elohim moveth on the waters we infer the a- 
nointing of Elohim by the oil of gladneſs, has been 
alſo by the independent Spirit of Eloha, in conſe- 
quence of Chriſt's loving independently righteouſneſs, 
and hating iniquity according to Ps. xlv. 8. Therefore 
Elohim ! thine Eloha has anointed thee before thy fellows, 


In that ſenſe Jehovah, independent of the world, 
is the only true God. Elohim connected with the 
world is the only true God. The Spirit of Jehovah E- 
lohim, conjugated with the verb ſingular, is the only 
true God, each the ſame in eſſence, but different in ſtate, 


This conſtruction evidently proves, that though Je- 
hovah is another in his abſolute ſtate, and Elohim ano- 
ther by freely and covenantly entering in an intermedi- 
ate ſtate, for the ſake of the world, and that the Spirit 
of Jehovah Elohim is another, freely and covenantly 
proceeding from Jehovah Elohim, yet theſe three are one 
indiviſible God; becauſe the manifeſtation, and beget- 
ing of a moſt perfectly ſimple ſpirit admits of no divi- 
ſion, like ſpirits and ſouls connected with bodies which 
are created and not begotten, 


But before I give a full demonſtrative proof of the 
unity in the trinity, by the chronological numbers, I 
cannot but touch at the abuſe of the terms unity and in- 
diviſibility, liberty and equality, by diſguiſed French athe- 
iſts, and deiſts, in league with the court and princes of 
Rome, from whom, no doubt, the whole French ſyſtem 
nas its origin; which would have been impoſed long 
azo by a bull or a congreſs, in its original orthodox ſtate, 
upon proteſtants ; if it were not too palpable a proof 


that 
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that the whole revolution is a farce, acknowledged by 
the court of Rome, and their votaries, with a view 
to play a circumvenire on proteſtants by the eſtabliſhment 
of a preponderancy of a political power, which ſhall do 
that by the force of arms, what papiſts never could, 
and much leſs would do, by ſound arguments; namely, 
that Chriſt is the all- ſufficient mediator between God 
and man, his Spirit the only infallible Vicar on earth, 
and his word the only rule of faith, and manners, 


And if proteſtants of all perſuaſions do not unite in 
theſe doctrines, and propoſe a plan of reconciliation to 
the French nation at large, to the German Emperor, 
and the Roman catholic powers, (who altogether are 
bound by public treaties, to promote ſuch a reconcili- 
ation for a unity of faith,) the French revolution will 
prove a fore-taſte of the lake of fire and brimſtone to them 


as it has been hitherto to the manceuvring pope and his 


It was neceflitous policy in the late king of Pruſſia, and 
other proteſtant ſtates, when they, ſure of a modification 
of the French conſtitutions into a truly ſcriptural ſyſtem 
followed the example of the grand duke of Tuſcany, 
perhaps from different motives, in making a ſeparate 
peace, when they ſpared human blood and treaſure un- 
der ſuch a proſpect. And would to God, Roman ca- 
tholic powers, and the French nation at large, were as e- 
qually minded as proteſtants in forwarding ſuch a recon- 
c1liation by rational and chriſtian-like means, by which 
alone, under the bleſſing of the almighty, a union of 
all nations, real and genuine liberty of all ſtates, equa- 
lity of juſtice, a proper order of things, and reſiſtance 
againſt infernal, papal, and anarchical oppreſſion, can 
be eſtabliſhed without endangering eſſentials. 


But 
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But are potentates capable to effect theſe good purpo- 
ſes without being ſincerely, and faithfully affiſted by 
their ſubjects, and eſpecially by public teachers in 
ſchools, univerſities, and other public inſtitutions? 


Your boaſt of the progreſs of divinity and the ſcien- 
ces, theſe fifty years, appears not favorable for ſuch a 
purpoſe, but as you ſay the bible is divinely inſpired, 
and as others ſay ſciences may be reduced to only two; 
namely, arithmetic, and geometry ; and as the work 
of our beſt divines, and eſpecially thoſe, who, like Lu- 
ther, Arndt, Spener, Frank, &c. laboured much in 
ſcriptural divinity ; and held that all the treaſures of wis- 
dom and knowledge are hid in Chrift Feſus; the proteſtant 
rule that the hy ſcripture is to be explained by itſelf ; that it 
is the only and ali- ſufficient rule of faith, for the temporal and 
eternal happineſs of mankind, ſerves alſo as a baſis reſpectinę 
thoſe ſciences, which are neceſſary for the temporal life. 


I, therefore, apply theſe rules alſo to the ſcriptural, 
arithmetic, and ſcientific chronology, and prove by it 
the certainty of the bleſſed Three in One, 


Namely, If Jehovah, manifeſted in Elohim, and his 
Spirit, are the creators of the world, in ſix days, there 
muſt be order of ſociety in God, namely, Jehovah the 
iſt, Elohim the 2d, and their Spirit the 3d perſon, Elo- 
him being the anointed by the Spirit of Jehovah, is the 
medium of connexion between the abſolute Jehovah, and 
the world, he connects eternity with time and ſpace, which 
the world received in fix days, by which we know what 
is a time, as it ſtands applyed to the fourth beaſt. 
Dan, vii. 25. xii. 7. Rev xii. 14. comp. with ch, xiii. 
18, And if the world is made in fix days by Jehovah, 
his Elohim, and his Spirit, the proof ſtands thus, 


Jehovah 
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Jehovah, Elohim, their Spirit, made the iſt. day. 1.1. 7. 
Do, — — — — — the 2d, day. 1.1.1, 
Do. — — — — — the 3d. day. 1.1.1. 
This is what is called half a time — — 3.3.3. 
Add 3 days more it makes — — — — 6.6 6. 

Multiply 3 times 666 it makes 1998. Again, 3 times 666 
and the ſix days of the creation, it makes the year 4002 
of the miraculous conception of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which, though ever ſo much ſcoffed at by infidels, ſtands 
thus ſure even on chronological grounds, Luke i, 35. 
Add again 1998 and the millenium to 4002, it makes 
7000 years. Divide 7000 by 3 the dividend is 2331, or 
a time, times, and half a time; the full duration of the 
Roman monarchy, till 1582. 85. when Gregory XIII. 
the callender maker, and Sixtus Vth. like Romu- 
lus, and Julius Cæſar, changeth times and laws the 
third time ; but to prove the above 2331 not to be days 
the cleanſing of the ſanctuary after 2300 years, ch. viii, 
14. coincides with the Paſſavian aad Augſburgh treaties, 
Deduct 31 from 1582 and 85 it makes 1552 and 1555, 
Again the time, times, and half a time, Dan, xii. 7 

correſpond with 1797, the downfall of the papal ſyſtem. 
As arts and ſciences, whoſe object is the 6 days work 
of the creation, are taught more atheiſtically than ſys- 
tematically with truth; Profeſſor Kant, Lord Bolling- 
broke, &c. muſt acknowledge their deficiencies, and 
ſuch as boaſt of ſound reaſon, proteſt againſt demon- 
ſtrative proofs ſrom divine revelation, and puzzle the 
minds of weaker chriſtians, baptiſed in the name of the. 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhould _ 
remember that they deſerve a more dreary reſidence 
than that of St Luke's, both in this world and in that 
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is repreſented in holy writ, an! eſpzcially Prov. viil, 
12—35. in perſonai characters, ain; as counſel inter- 
nally diſtiaguiſhed ia J:hovah, and externally manifeu- 
ed by him in the beginnirg of his way, not only 
to create, pieſerve and rule, but alſo to cedzzm a 
world, ſanctify, and ſave thoſe who obey, and to con- 
demn thoſe that disobey him. Gen i. 26. 11. 16. ii. 17” 


Wisdom, Prov. viii. 12. dwells with prudence, and 
finds out knowledge of witty inventions. The all- 
ſecing eye of God tcreſaw the fall of angels and men, 
in all its conſequences through endleſs ages. Wisdom ant 


love found out remedies, which, as they conſiſted 


not only in ſalutary laws to limit the actions of moral 
intelligences for their peculiar purpoſes, but alſo in the 
image of Elohim, were fully adequate to prevent the fall 
of thoſe, who would keep their limits, as it is now 
the caſe with the holy angels; and to reclaia thoſe whom 
mercy would reclaim, which was the caſe with man- 
kind in Adam and Eve; nay to reſtrain, limit, over- 
rule, and finally condemn ſuch as Jehovah torcſaw 
would perſevere in wickedneſs, which is the caſe with 
Satan, his angels, and malignant mea, Gen. iii. 14. 15. 


The counſel of eternal wisdom, propoſing and fixing 
not only theſe decrees with Jehovah ; but, being alſo ſe- 
curity for his glory, and the ſalvation of the ele, ſub- 
mite himſelf as Son of God to abſolute juſtice, made the 
ſins of the world his own, was ſanQified, and ſent into 
the world to execute the will of God. John. x. 17-38. 


That this ſanRification of the Son of God, was made 
in conſequence of Jehovah's council fron eternity, and 
not by his coming only into the worli by the bleſſed 
virgin 
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virgin, as Socinians imagine, is plain from many texts of 
the Old Teſtament, where Chriſt is called the anointed 
King, ſet upon the holy hill of Sion, the Son begot- 
ten from J.hovah by a decree; Ps. ii. 2-12. the 
ruler in Iſrae!, whoſe goings forth are from ever- 
laſling. Micha v. 1. 2.— That he was poſſeſſed by 
Jehovah fro:n the beginning ot his way, (or covenant) 
tha! hs was ſet up, or inaugurat ed, from everlaſting, 
before his works of old.—T hat he was as one brought 
up w:ih him, that he was daily his delight, rejoicing 
always before him; whoſe rejoicings are in the habit- 
able paris of the earth, and whoſe delights with the ſons 
of men. Who car this be but one of Jehovah Elohim, 
knowing good and evil, as Adam? Gen, iii. 22. 


That he became a voluntary ſacrifice for the ſheep, 
with the will and pleaſure of his father, is plain from his 
own words. John x. 15. 18. Therefore doth my Father love 
me, because I lay down my life for the Sheep, that I maght take 
it again. I have power to lay it down, and 1 have power t9 
take it again. Could Christ do that without being Jehovah 
who alone has the power of lite and death ? 


This, with all the texts of Christ's divinity and atone- 


ment too well krown 10 you, may be ſufficient to all, 


who, with Sccinus, and other antiſcripturarians, are not 


willfully determined to disbelieve both, though aſſert- 
ed a thouſand times in the biole. 


I am astoniſhed to read in your book, page 94, that 
tho* you are obliged to admit of a kind of atcnement, 
nich you give as one of {ix reaſons, why God permited 
the ſufferirgs of Chrilt ; yet it is but one on a Socinian 

_ and 
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and Jeſuitical foundation, one in acco nmodation to that 
in corrupt uſe amongſt Jews and heathzns, The 
following are your own words. 


« Jews and heathens were uſed to exrpiate their 
& ſins, or to appeaſe the Deity, with certain bloody 
« ſacrifizes, to obtain forgivenels of their ins. Gol 
cc therefore, in his wis lon, 22) ine! tis method of 
& reconciling the worll to hinſelt, aad mad: the 
& death of Chriſt an expiatory sacrrfice, declaring that 
& he would a:cept it as an atonement, and forgive re- 
&« penting ſinners,” 2 Cor. v. 19. 


T, ard no doubt ſuch of your readers, as have not 
loſt the power of recollecting the contents of their bi- 
ble, asmuch as the ſtupid and ignorant, might aſk 
fir, in what part of your bible has God declare! that 
he in his wisdom has appointe] the ſufferings of his 
dear Son an atonement or expiatery ſacrifice in conſe- 
querce of the corrupt method cf J-ws, and h-athens ? 
where has he declared to accept ſuch a ſacrifice as an 
atonement, and forgive repenting ſinners? Is not this 
making God a ſervile imitator of Jewiſh and h:ath2niſh 
corruption, as papiſts, Jeſuits and Socinians ever have 
done, with a view to juſtify their corruptions of chris. 
tianity, to aſſist the aſſumptions of popes, who, from the 
Gth. and 7th centuries, accommodated the chriitian wor- 
ſhip to that in uſe with the idulatrous heathens ? Ie not 
this helping forward the leopar.lian beaſ, which, 520 
years before Chriſt, took its ſpeckled ſkin fromihe vari- 
ous Opinions and cuſtoms ct idolatrou> babyl nian, Pete 
ſian, Grecian, and Roman philoſophers broazhed from 

their 
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their ſchools, which all and ſingular concentrate in the 
apocalyptic beaſl, to which the deiſtical dragon has in 
our days given his great power, to ſanction all errors 
of men, that he may ſubjugate and murder if poſſible 
even thoſe whoſe names are written in the book of lite of 
the Lamb ſlain from the foundation of the world; nay 
to make war with the lamb himſelf ? Rev. xiii. 2 8, 


The directory of papal and deiſtical clubs ſenſible 
that its inſidious influence is on the decline, that mary 
of theſe clubs would not ſerve the pope againlt proteſt. 
ant countries, | ath bid him to lay by alittle ; but dem and 
6& a renunciation of every pretenſion ot whatever nature 
it may be deemed by the empire,” nay the very * wnles”? 
(nct fuliy derived trom the pope but * from the pla- 
ces” becauſe they have ſo long been disputed by the 
court of Rome, as not Feld by its excluſive rights,) 
must be given up “ in behalf of the republics in al- 
liance with France,“ that that court, by its creatures 
(the direQory) may impoſe new ones in fee ſimple and 
canvaſs poteſtantism and civil rights at the ſame time, 
« by ſuch a folid order of things“ as ſhall not admit of 
any further uneaſineſs to the abettors of a univerſal 
ſpiritual and temporal tyranny over ſoul and body !! ! 


And as the doctrine of practical faith on the atone» 
ment of Chꝛiſt is the legal point on wkich the refor. 
mation and the political independency of real proteſtane 
tiſm rests ; the corruption of that doarine by proteſt. 
ants themſelves, may afford papal creatures a fair plea, 

for declaring againſt it as“ one of the preter ſions of a 
ſpiritual nature,” becaufe you know very well that 
A rct;biſhop Bouſſet, and all French and Reman eccl. fi. 
aſtical writers, call proteltants by no other nan. e than pre- 

| tended 
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tended refornters. See alſo Rouſſeau, vol. iv. p. 45-49» 
When you and your companions ſanct ion that un warant- 
able practice even by charging e wisdom of God with ha. 
ding appointed the sufferings of Christ an expiatory sacrifice, 
becauſe ſacrfices were in use amongst Jews and heathens ; 
the pope may ſell indulgences again even by a divine 
right, with your conient and at the expence of man. 
kird ““ according io univerſally recetved principles!“ 
This matter is of greater moment, fir, than the gi“ 
ving up of vain titles, or even temporal teritory- It 
concerns the freedom to profels and praRice faith on 
Chriſt, and him crucified, as the wisdo!n and power 
of God, without which neither real temporal or ſpiri- 
tual happineſs can exiſt. Our reformed princes, divines 
and nations, made it a point. of conſcience to proteſt 
again the corruption and abuſe of that doctrine; be- 
cauſe according to the univerſal tenzr of ſcripture, 
there can be no real chuich of Chriſt, vo fo. giveneſs 
of ſin, no ſalvation and lite eternal withuut the blood of 
atonement, Heb. ix. 7-22. It was ordained from the 
foundation of the world by the wisdom cf God, as one 
of the ſeven pillars on which wisdom buildeth her 
houſe, conſequently before Jews and heathens; nay 
men and devils exiſted. Prov. ix, 1. Cor. ii. 7. 1 Pet. 
i. 17-21, The pride of Satan ſtumbled at this foundati. 
on (tone with ſeven eyes, by which God would take 
away the ſins of the whole world, Zech. ili. g. becauſe 
he would not abide in the truth of Elohim, knowing good 
and evil, and lerve him and his redeemed under the 
banner of the croſs, he is .herefore called the devil. 
No wonder that he ficit promile of a Saviour to man, 
for his delicu ior, by ** the ſeel of the woman“ 

puzzles his head as it doth Foun, &c, and that all 


your 
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your german publications, independent of plagia- 
rism, here and there, are totally void of the true ſenſe 
of that doctrine. Nay, by a fair concluſiondrawn from 
your poſition, it will appear that your ſix wiſe and juſt 
reaſons, why God permited the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
would prove downright blaſpliemy againſt God's wisdom. 


As to the firſt, what encouragement coull Chriſt 
have to be an example of. obedience, meekne's, pati- 
ence, love of enemies and other chriſtian virtues,“ if 
his ſufferings were appointed by the wisdem of God 
according to the uſe of jewith and heathen facrifices 
ſo often rejected by him? Ps xl. 6, Mit. ix. 13, 


As to the ſecond reaſon ; can it be ſaid „that Chriſt's 
ſufferings and death, were to confirm his doQrine ?” muſt 
it not follow by your docttine that he confirmed rather 
the rejected practices of jews, and alſothe heathen mytho- 
logy, than his doctrine, which never needed his blood ? 


As to the third reaſon; * how could the feelings of a 
ſinful world by his own experience“ te meritorious to 
ſuch as are tempted, it his ſufferings were by the ap- 
pointment of God's wisdom the imitation cfbrute bealis? 


As to the fourth reaſon, how could the prophecies 
of Iſaiah liii. and Ps. xxii. divinely inſpired," have 
a reference to Chriſt, and how could they be fulfille d 
by him, if his ſufferirgs were by the. Wisdom of God 
appointed in conſequence of Jewiſh and heatheniſh exe 
piatory ſacrifices? Are nct papal, Rabinicel and heathen 
traditions concerning ſacrifices put on a level with 
the writings of Moſes, David, and the prophets by you ? 

Az 


( 31 


As to the 1af, how can Chril's ſufferings be © a 
ſtrong demonſtration of the glory of the divine attri- 
butes, and mozal gevernment of the world, mingl.ng 
Juſtice with mer:y, and leading ſinful men to repen- 
tanc , by ſuch mcans and motives, as are beſt ſuited 
to their faculties ? &c.” if thoſe means and matives 
ot Chris:s ſuff:rings have ine corrupt practice of 
je ws an heatneas tor their foarce ? 


Thanks be unto Gol, our ſalvation has another 
foundat on by the wi-dom cf God—the ground ot im- 
pu*';ng the fins of the wo:ld to Christ, and to lead 
mien unto repentance is a better one. The. atone» 
ment of Criſt is ſo far from puzzling the heads of 
men, as it is a ſure medium to ſet the hearts and heads 
of men to a right undcritanding cf the things of God; 
and the moral goverament of the world derives strength 
from Chriat's ſacrifice, if the ſame wis!om guides the 
counſel of public men to imitate him in making ſacrifices, 


The language of ſelf-exiſtent communicative wis- 
dom in Jehovah is ſuch as implies every reaſonable 
foundation of love, and justice. It dires the uſe 
of the divine perfection as the moſt ſuitable means for 
the accompliſh nent of the beft of purpoſes, “ coun. 
el is mine”, ſays ſelf-exiſt ent Wisdom; “ I am un- 
derſtanding and might, I dwell with prudence, and 
have found out witty inventions, viz. of devils and 
men.“ The ſame Wisdom. as tne Angel of the Cove- 
nant, which is Chriſt, ſays, * I have found out a re- 
demption. Job xxxiii. 23. Christ has feund out eternal 
redemption, and has entered the holy place by his own 
blood, to appear in the preſence of God for us.“ Heb, ix, 

As 


1 


As, in a forenſic ſenſe, every counſellor is, and ought 
to be ſecurity for the good and bad conſequences of his 
counſel ; we find wisdom the foundation of God's cove- 
nant in which justice and love were wonderfully displayed 
in propoſing and making ſuch a redemption, in which 


ſhe made the fins of the world her own, and herſelf an- 


{verable to divine juſtice, which (juſtice) e ould on no 
other account conlent to the redemption of fi.ners, but 
by tcing ſure of its inviolability, ard thus God as Fa- 
ther and Junge gave ard qual fi-4 Chris: as Surety by 
his own ccunicl, H.b. i. g-18. v. 4 10. Pl. xi. 7 18. 


1. If a ſecurity for a debtor mull be free of the debt, 
Ct-r.ſt both in his human and divine na ute was free 


from fin, and independent of any obligation to the divine 


law, becauſe as he himſelt is the lawgiver, he could 
only be ſubject to his own laws, being the law 
bimſelf. And as no law is given to a righteous man, 
Chri't's human nature being without ſin, could only be 
voluntarily and vicariouſly made ſubjeR to the law and 
Its curſe, to redeem us from the bondage and curſe of 
the law, and acquire for us the bleſſings of God, and 
the ſpirit of adoption, Gall. ni. 13. 14. iv. 4. 5. 2. 
A ſecurity must be able and willing. Christ as Self- 
exiſting Wisdom connected with power, truth, 1ighte- 
ousneſs and mercy, was willing and able to accom- 


pliſh that redemption to the very jot of the law. 


Ps. xl. 6. 10. Heb. x. 5 14. Matt. v. 17-19. xx. 28. 
It is finiſhed” was his dying language, John xix. 30. 


3- As every perſonal ſecurity muſt be approved, 
So Christ, pointed out ju ſo many prophecies, pro- 


miſes, ard types, as God-Man, as enmity to n, 
cul 
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and Saviour of mankind, in ſo low, and in fo high, 
in fo feeble and in fo ſtrong a condition, as mut have 
puzzled the witty heads of the powers of darkneſe, to 
find out means to defeat the deſigns ot God's wis lom, 
in makiag him a facrifize 01 the croſs for oar tins, 
and raiſing him from the deal for oir jutification z 
Christ, I ſay, in the fulfillment of theſe prophecizs, 
was approved by God in the perſon of Jeſus of Naza- 
reth, who, according to a ſaying of Luther, “is more 
& to be f:ared when he is weaket than when he is 
« ſtrong.” This was really the caſe, when lying in 
the grave as one dead, with the ſtig na of an impoſtor, 
his ene mies hearts were troubled (till at a prophecy of 
his, „I will riſe again on th: third day.” They went 
to Pilate, demanded a guard to keeep him in the greve 3 
but Chriſt hook the powers of hell, and made his gur! 
the firit apoltles ot his reſurceAion to the very enemy, 
Thus God reconciled the worl unto hianſelf, and 
eſtabliſhed repentance and faith by the goſgel niniftry, 
as the only way to ſalvation; and are not theſs doc. 
trines the moſt rational and guaranteed by France, the 
Emperor, &c. with a provſo of further *'reconcitiations 
to be brought about by chriſtian-liks means? The 
preſent opportunity for making peace being favorable 
to ſuch a reconciliation 3 the queſtions now are: 
Can proteſtants aban don ſuch an articie with ſifety ? 
Can the French nation at Jarge, his mij-dy the En- 
peror, and the ſlates of Europe refuſe to have recourſe 
to that article ſtipulated in the public treatics ? $10uld 
Proteſtants not unite for a ſcriptural reconciliati- 
on to prevent further bloodſhed and jacobin murder? 
Citizen biſhop Gregoire in his letter io Don Riymon 
Joleph de Arce, archbiſhop of Burgos, and chief jus- 
tice of the inquiſition in Spain, quote, page 22, a 
F ſaying 
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ſaying of pope Hormĩsd s, who, (boaſting of having re- 
conciled the Greek and Latin churches, which, however 
was the work of Juttin,) ſays, „The church never 
obtains greater conqueſts than when it 18 thought to be 
reduced to the laſt extremity,” but what were the means 
of ſuch reconciliations ? I grant, with them they were 
hainaſſed onthe doxy ard falſe irdulgences; but with 
us they cugt.t io be grace and truth as it is in Jeſus ? 


This biſhop Gregoire ſadly laments, (and who 
would nct ?) the exiſtence of the inquiſition in Spain. 
He uſes every argurrert from reaſon, ſcripture and 
the fathers, to perſuade the Archbiſhop de Arce to 
fupprels the inquiſition, not as savages would do © by 
« cutting down the tree to get at the fruit eaſie r, but 
& by lifening to the public opinion, the expreſs will 
4 of the people ; and becauſe, ſays Gregoire, they 
« in many countries, eſpecially in Germany, manifeſt a 
« deſire of reconciliation, why muſt it be combated as 
40 they expreſs then. ſelves, by the abuſes of the court 
« of Rome, and by the exiſten.e ot the inquiſition ?” 


Now, fir, if ſuch is the caſe, if a reconciliaticn is 
deſired dy Eurcpean proteftant lates, independent of the 
court ot Rome, ard in oppoſition to the inqulſition, as 
cne of the firſt promoters cf the revoluticn, and an or- 
gan of the French clergy, and cf the people, teſtifies; 
(who, according to a paragraph of the Weekly 
Regiler, July lich, are „ unwilling ia reje& the 
« Chriltiar religion, though they are ignorant to dis- 
6 tinguiſh between the wheat and the chaff ;”) ſhould 
there be found a Docter of the Lutheran church, which 
with the Episcopalian, the Greek, the Calviniſtic, and 

other 
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other proteſtant churches, publicly proſeſs, according 
to the holy ſcripture, “ juſtitying faith in the recon- 
ciliation and atonement made by Chriſt ? A doctor, 
who in publicly *king upon him the oſſice of a minis- 
ter of the goſpel has ſcl:mnly Ceclared before his con- 
gregaticn, and the public at large, that“ he believes 
« the doOrines of the reformation as divine truth, 
« that he w'll teach his congregation no other doc- 
& trine.”” Should fuch a docter, now recommend hete- 
rodexy as the medium of reconciliation for that of 
Christ ? Should there be one of that church, even in Lon- 
don where Lutheran miniſters ought to ſhine foremoſt 
inimitation of their great leader, by wheſe inſtrume n- 
tality che God of truth ſucccuring proteſtant princes gave 
exiſtence to religious and political freedom, and ir- 
dependency from the court of Rome, in almoſt every 
one of the ſtates of Europe? Do you not perceive, fir, 
that the enemies of truth are manifested as antichriſt, 
by their own crafty polit'cal manceuvres, through 
the overruling power of divine wisdom ; that they, 
after ſhedding ſeas of blood, under the pretext of giving 
better laws to the wor'd, equalized all, that they 
might be fathers and governors of all, now artfully 
affect moderation, and ſoliitude for peace; after the 
de putation of the empire has equally deſired the ſame 
equalization of France, its republics, and others of 
her allies ; or that no new impoſitions, which gave 
riſe to the bloody wars, and the revolutions, ſhould be 
laid upon the German ſlates? Are not their die- 
tatorial oppreſſi ve notes a ſure proof that ſo much bloot! 
and treaſure have been ſquendered away, for the re- eſta - 
bliſhment of a chivalry, Which the Jacobin director; 
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ſaying of pope Hormĩsd :s, who, (boaſting of having re- 
conciled the Greek and Latin churches, which, however 
was the work of Juftin,) ſays, „The church never 
obtains greater conqueſts than when it is thought to be 
reduced io the laſt extremity,” but what were the means 
of ſuch reconciliations ? I grant, with them they were 
har naſſed onthe doxy ard falſe irdulgences ; but with 
us they cugt:t io be grace and truth as it is in Jeſus ? 


This biſhop Gregoire ſadly laments, (and who 
would nct ?) the exiſtence of the inquiſition in Spain. 
He uſes every aigum ent from reaſon, ſcripture and 
he fathers, to perſuade the Archbiſhop de Arce to 
fuppreſs the inquiſition, not as savages would do © by 
« cutting down the tree to get at the fruit eaſie r, but 
&« by lifening to the public opinion, the expreſs will 
« of the people ; and becauſe, ſays Gregoire, they 
« in many countries, eſpecially in Gertnany, manifeſt a 
« deſire of reconciliation, why muſt it be combated as 
« they expreſs them ſelves, by the abuſes of the court 
« of Rome, and by the exiſten.e ot the inquiſition ?” 


Now, fir, if ſuch is the caſe, if a reconciliaticn is 
deſired by Eurcpean proteftant ſtates, independent of the 
court ot Rome, ard in oppoſition to the inqulſition, as 
cne of the firſt promoters cf the revoluticn, and an or- 
gan or the French clergy, and cf the people, teſtifies; 
(who, according to a paragraph of the Weekly 
Register, July iich, are „ unwilling to reject the 
4 Chril ian religion, though they are ignorant to dis- 
c tinguiſh between the u heat and the chaff;“) ſhould 
there be found a Docter of the Lutheran church, which 
with the Episcopalian, the Greek, the Calviniſtic, and 
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other proteſtant churches, publicly proſeſs, according 
to the holy ſcripture, “ juſtitying faith in the recon- 
ciliation and atonement made by Chriſt ? A doctor, 
who in publicly *king upon him the cflice of a minis- 
ter of the goſpel has ſcl:mn]y declared before his con- 
gregaticn, and the public at large, that“ he believes 
« the doOrines cf the reformation as divine truth, 
« that he w'll teach his congregation no other doc- 
tc trine.” Should fuch a doQtcr, now recommend hete- 
rodexy as the medium of reconciliation for that of 
Christ Should there be one of that church, even in Lon- 
don where Lutheran miniſters ought to ſhine foremoſt 


inimitation of their great leader, by wheſe inſtrume n- 


tality che God of truth ſucccuring proteſtant princes gave 
exiſtence to religious and political freedom, and in- 
dependency from the court of Rome, in almoſt every 
one of the ſtates of Europe? Do you not perceive, fir, 
that the enemies of truth are manifested as antichriſt, 
by their own crafty polit'cal manceuvres, through 
the overruling power of divine wisdom ; that they, 
after ſhedding ſeas of blood, under the pretext of giving 
better laws to the wor'd, equalized all, that they 
might be fathers and governors of all, now artfully 
affect moderation, and ſo!icitude for peace; after the 
deputation of the empire has equally deſired the ſame 
equalization of France, its republics, and others of 
her allies; or that no new impoſitions, which gave 
riſe to the bloody wars, and the revolutions, ſhould be 
laid upon the German ſlates? Are not their die- 
tatorial oppreſſi ve notes a ſure proof that ſo much bloot! 
and treaſure have been ſquendered away, for the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of a chivalry, Which the Jacobin director; 
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pretended to cruſh, that they might monopolize it 
for Rome, and Ceprive protestants of the right of pa- 
tronage ? This plot projected at the time of the council 
ct Trent, cut of which, and proteſlantiſm, Sixtus the 
Vth. formed his jeſuitical politics, was refined by the 
Carteſian, Leipnizian, and Wolfian philoſophy, and 
at laſt executed by Pope Clements tte XIV. who, un- 
der a pretended love tor kings (from whoſe civil laws 
he kept nis clergy free,) liſtened to the importunities 
of the counts ot Bourbon, baniſhed the j-ſuits into A- 
merica, and all parts of the world, who, by corrupting 
proteſtant ſem.inaries, by keepirg up their diſſentions, 
by fementirg the revolution, and the combi nation of the 
pope with Auris, &c. againſt it, have ſo far hitherto 
gained their pcint, under their king Apollyon, as it is 
toretcld in the word of truth. Dan. viii. 9—25. xi. 
36--45- Rev. ix. xiii. xvi. 12. 21. Xvii. xixz 
Should Buonaparte ſuczeed in their ſcheme, it would 
be but a literal confirmation of what is krown al- 
ieady from the hiſtery of the popes, whoſe laſt effo:ds 
are ſpecified in Dan. xi. from the 36. to the 45th v. 


To that maſter piece of paral and French policy it 
would he owing tk at in future the empire would hold 
its charter, and proteſtants in particular their bible, 
and the Augſburgh confeſſion, by favor of atheiſtical 
France, and her papal allies.-The liberty of the 
Gallican, ard ſuch of Roman catholic churches, as 
have ever piotcftied againſt the abſolute ipfallibility 

| and 


+ Under him the aſsaſsins of the late king of Poland were absolved 
before they commited the c11me: Sce Ganganelli's Letter in Dr. 
Exskin's Sketches of Ch, Hist. and the Lond, Chron, Vol. II. p. 194* 
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and ſupremacy of the pope ; the impoſition of the in- 
quiſition, and the introduction of the decrees of the 
council of Trent, in conſequence of which the court 
of Rome has deluged France, and Europe, for upwards 
200 years, would be again under the tyranny of 
avowed infidels, in their political capacity; and as to 
ſpirituals, they, according to the decree of the parlia- 
ment of Paris, in the year 1641, are entirely ulurped by 
the pope, whoſe ſpiritual authority is re=ackuowledged 
by the treaty with him laſt year. 


Citizen bi hop Gregoire, as the organ of the French 
clergy, is therefore either a traitor of that liberty, 
or as much deceived as the lately devoted ſacrifices vt 
republicani\m, when he, page 22, 23. pleads for the 
Adolition of the inquiſition and the abuſes of Rome, 
and at the ſame time broaches the follwing queitions, 
« Will Germany be leſs catholic when its prelates 
& ſhall make it their ſtudy to ſeek the kirgdom of 
« Chriſt, which is not of this world ? will the cen- 
tc ter of its unity be leſs apparent? will the catholic 
& church be leſs flouriſhing ? will its head, (the pope, ] 
& be leſs revered :“ when that with,” viz. for a re- 
conciliation, for the abolition of the inquiſition, and 
other abuſes of Rome, ſh:11 be accompliſhed ; becauſe it 
papal prelacy, a center of unity by a viſible head, a 
flouriſhing catholi: church, wnich th2 kingdom of 
Chriſt knows nothing of, are preſerved, ol li npoſitions 
would alſo become again predominant, eſpecially as a 
repeal of the pope's bulls, and an abſolute renunciation 
ol the old papal ſyſtem, is none of the articles in the 
treaties of the republic with the pope, and their allies, 
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nay, as Roman prelacy is enlarged in Germany, Gre- 
goire, or Buonaparte's brother, would know their inter- 
est. What a pity that a late writer was grieved at the 
« paſling of the age of chivalry ;”” The departed ſaints 
of Iriſh rebellion, which the French ſtile a holy inſur- 
reion, would, however, comfort him, that all the 
forces of the regicides, and their own, were employed 
only for mak ing whole old popery, and that “ ſepera- 
tion of communities,” 4 by P——ts and firſt 
principles againſt which he ſo bitterly exclaims, as the 
cauſe for the total departure of the Jacobin republics 
From the Roman ſyſtem. Reg. Peace Let. I. p. 108. &c, 


It is, however, a great comfcrt to all the proteſtant 
lates, that whatever is the effect and influence of the 
inſidious manœuvres of a corrupt ccurt, and its athe- 
ittical and Ceiſtical al'ics for a ſhort period, the new 
pretended ſcheme of abſtract politics not only, but alſo 
the very arguments f in favor of the anti- 
ent Roman ſyſtem, which he would justify by the 
proverb ** wetustas pro lege Semper habetur,” juilifies only 
proteſtant ſtztes for having mace that ſcperation into 
which they were forced by the pope's bulls, in the 
wick. century. As to their making a ſepe rate peace with 
the French, under the auſpices of the princ ples 
broached in their conſtitutien, be.ng capable of be- 
ig reduced to their antient ſer piural itate, jt was pre- 
ferable to the uncertainties of a cruel war. This is 
alſo no new argument with proteſtants, they ever retort» 

ed the charge of novelty and chil.n on Romars. Lu- 
ther, and all the writers in ſupport of truth, natural, and 
revealed, have long refuted that argument of papiſts, 
« that their religion is the oldeſt, and the catholic z** 
they have proved that independent of what is ſcriptural 


1 
11 
| 
1 
if 
1 
{ 

L 

i 


in 


(99 5 


in papꝛcy, is neither the chriſtian, nor the jewiſh, not 
the paradiſaical religion; each of theſe, which are one, 
is older than that «cf the court of Rome. Before the re- 
formation papacy was oppreſſive; now it is a Jeſuitical 
mecley ot every thing, which is unnatural, irraticnal, 
and cruel, or to uie the language of that writer, 
46 jt is hoſtile” in extreme, and a total departure fron 

every cre cf the ideas, and uſages, religious, legal, 
moral er ſocial,” of the religion of Chriſt - 


And as it has been abandoned by the pope himſelf by 
an aiiful combination with excommunicated ſchiſma- 
tics, and heretics, the ſacrifices which he acknowledges 
in his letter io Buonaparte, dated the 24th. of Dec, 
1796. to have been made in b. halt of an unbounded 
toler-tion,” are the beſt pt cf cf his having condemned 
him'elt, and every abuſe aud uſarpation of power, 
which Chriſt gave neither to him, nor Peter, is thereby 
rendered indetenſible even by cannonical and civil laws, 
az it is abſurd and impicus in is nature. 


The chriſtian church in its crig'nal independent po- 
litical capacity, turns from the uſurper, to her only 
true lord, mallker aud bridegroon, whole religious 
and political charter of righ's, tor near ſxty centuries, 
(as theſame citizen Gregoire 1nſinuates for another 
purpole, page 24,) “ has not been totally fuppreſſed or 
4 {hut up as it has happened with Spain, and the popes, 
« it has ripened diſcovegies in every age,” and more 
particularly in the time cf the reformation, after Rome 
vad ſtood 2300 years, from that time “ the ſanctuary of 
God was cleanſing, and the daily expiatory ſacrifices, 
and the hoſt of the church of God, have not been 


tcodden 


hes ela 6. © 4 e 


40 


trodden under foct,” any longer, becauſe truth obtained 
the above mentioned political re- establiſhment, by the 
overruling p:ovidence of God, Dan. viii. 9. 14. 


If there be any putliciſts capable of defending truth 
as truth, and nut influenced by the rew fangled court 
cf Rome, or the jacobins, they ſhould guard the inde. 
pendelt rights of nations agairſt impolitions trom 
corrup:ers of truth in biſtcry, wherety the jacobins 
will endeayour, as they have done hitherto, to raiſe, 
by their authois, a falſhocd, as if the emperors 
and temporal princes were (ſtimulated more than 
Fopes and their clergy, by motives of fear to perſecute 
the church, The ſpecious and cunning paragraph of 
bithop Gregoire page 15, in the note below,“ aims un- 
deubtedly at ſuch a corrupticn of hiſtory in ſupport of 
a new pope, new relates, a new center of papal union, 
a new yom.peus jacobin church, tree from kings, &c. 
The real church of Chriſt fellows Chriſt as king of 
k:rgs and Lord of lores 3 ſhe rejoices when there is 
a David, a Jeſoptat, a Joliah, 10 eſtabliſh truth, 
righteouſneſs, and peace. Ihe title pope is as much 
forbidden by Chriſt as that cf maſter in the regenerating 
kirgdoms of ibe world, Peter, James, and John, who 
would te firſt are commanded to be laſt, © Kings ſhall 
be nusſ.ng fathers, and their queens .nurkrg mothers. 


of 


® There is a truth ir deed, too little unfolded by the hiſtorians of the 
church, which is' that amang the many motives which ſtimulated the 
emptrors and their dependents to perſecution, we should reckon the 
fear of ſeeing the greainels of their power shaken. They dreaded the 
gcipel which is a true declaration of rights; which, inceſsantly re- 


minding men cf their primitive equslity, and conſoling them under 
thcir ſufſetings from tsranny, commands them eæpieſsly not to take 
the title of maſter becauſe they have but one maſter, wl.o is Jeſus 
Chriſt, aud they are all brethren, Matt, xXili, 8. &c, 
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of that church of Jehovah, and his Chriſt, which, that 
it, in point of eternal ſalvation, might be independent 
of men, was the grand object, why the Son of God, 
equal with his Father in nature and dignity, became 
equal to men, and abſolutely dependent on his will, 
to reconcile all things, even principalities and powers, 
that all might work together for the good of believers, 


Thus true faith, theugh the gift and work of God, 
is, however, in conſequence of its reſidence in ſinful 
hearts, very often ſo weak and feeble, that it requires 
not only the moſt tender love and compaſſion of the 
heavenly father, the powerful interceſſion and bleſſings 
of a univerſal Saviour, and the conſtant influence, 
and indwelling of the bleſſed Spirit; but alſo calls for 
ſuch a tender and condeſcending conduct of the inſtru- 
ments of ſalvation, (be they parents, kings, or prieſts,) 
that they themſelves mul} become low as children, and 
be reared up to the age of perfect men in Chriſt Je- 
ſus, before they can do real good, and enter into the 
kingdom of God. Matt. xviii. 1—11. John iii. 1—10. 
eh. x. 1. Eph. iv. 116. Whether the popes or the 
emperors, &. have ated more contrary to that rule, in 
perſecuting the church, hiſtory muſt decide, the firſt 
commonly made the latter executioners of theircruelties. 


There ought to be no inſtitution, art and ſcience, 
or title and office, in a chriſtian church, juſtifiable 
on a ſcriptural foundation, which ſhould not have a 
tendency adequate to ſupport, rear up and cheriſh ſuch 
a churchof Chriſt, 'This, however, 1s not the ſcope of 
the revolution, and of the new prelacy in France which 
{wearing hatred against Kings renounced alſo chriſtianity, 
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If the French clergy be ſincere “ in their 
% abhorrence and proteſt againſt the inquiſition in 
« Spain, and the abuſes of the court and church 
© of Rome,“ as citizen biſhop Gregoire, their organ 
p. 30. allerts ; if they really ſtood only in the gap to 
« defend their auguſt religion, aſſailed by a tempeſt the 
& moſt furious of any, which the records of the Gallic 
& church have preſerved the remembrance,” how 
could they be the moſt forward in railing this tempeſt ? 


It is univerſally known that abbey Sieyes, and the 
principal men, now aQting as reconcilers, and peace 
makers, have been the real authors of that furious tem- 
peſt, which befell the real Gall:c church, namely, ſuch 
as with their king, and parliament, proteſted again{t thz 
pope's abſolute infallibility and ſupremacy, as it was the 
caſe with the bull of Unigenitus, &c, Was not abbey Si- 
eyes, in June 1790, the principal actor © in propoſing to 
nite the three orders, and to eſtabliſh an active aſſem- 
bly,” whole tumultuous meetings, when the king de- 
clared them null and void, Mirabeau headed and de- 
clared, in the face of the king, ** tnat they were met 
« by the ſupreme authority of the people, and the force 
« of the bayonet only mult diſſolve them?“ Hence, 
and hence alone came the tempeſt, The court of 
Reme and ex-jeſuits wanted to be abſolute maſters of 
France, and the whole world, independent of kings and 
parliaments. If not, why did not the French patriotic 
clergy act as the apoſtles dil, who contented with the 
protection of the civil ſtate, did plead only for the free 
exereiſe of the truth of the goſpel, and never look- 
ed for the authority of a viſible head, an overbearing 
prelacy, and a pompous churck as they do, even now? 


Why 


208-1 


Why do theſe clergy now © reunite with the national 
44 council in proteſting againſt every ad of violence 
& under pretence of religion,” if they have not a mind 
to make uſe of the violence of that council, againſt 
what they call “ pretence of religion?“ Is not that a 
plain proof that they mean to interfer by means of the 
rational council, with every country not of their reli. 
gion? On ſuch ground they may alſo proteſt agaiut 
ycur book, proteſtantiſm, the Epiſcopatian and Greek 
church, they all are conſidered as pretenders who do 
not held the Pope to be the univerſal father of chriſten- 
dom. Spain ſhall ſuppreſs the inquiſition that the clergy 
of France united with its nat. council may monopoli|ze 
its authority, You will ſay, fir, what is that to my book ? 
what has my book to do with he French revolution, and 
the council of the French nation ? I anſwer, fir, the 
greater the heterodoxy of your, or any other Proteſ- 
tant's book is, the further it ſtands off from the Bible, 
the ſymbolical books of your church, the conſci- 
ence of your hearers, and the protection of proteſtant 
ſtates providentialiy eſtabliſhed by treaties ; the leſs you 
can plead for a reconciliation cf religious differences, 
in the new order of things to be founded on old truth, 


The new ſyſtem of the French apparently is an 
orthodox one, founded on the principles of unity and 
indiviſibility, liberty and equality, reſiſtance of opprel- 
ſion, that they may oppreſs alone, Had you made a 
proper uſe of an appendix to my Five Letters to the 


Critical Reviewers, and my Key to the French Revo- 


lution, you would have kx Un what the [cope of the 
mar.ceuvering revolutioniſt 3! namely, the ellabliſh. 
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ment of a ſyſtem to reform the Roman church, to 
undo Proteſtants, to ſubjugate the temporal pewers, to 
retaliate upon both feigned wrongs to the papaland cle- 
rical independency, and to reduce all the world under one 
viſible head, (a jeſuitical general) by means fair or foul* 


Che above ſyſtem broached by the ſword, under the 
cloak of atheiſm and ſocinianiſm, has been miſtaken 
by proteſtants ; ſome underſtood it very well, and were 
malignant enough to proſtitute their abilities, in aſſiſt- 
ing to corrupt and vote againſt true religion, becauſe 
they knew that the Roman ſtate- religion would ſway 
all the 1eſt, and that Peter's Gallic co:k would put all 
to confuſion after Peter's pretened ſueceſſor had diffi- 
mulated. I wiſh that his repentance had been ſincere, 
and that he had left the ſword in its ſcabbard He 
would have found orthodox Chriſtiars on their ground. 


The great error of your book is that you make no 
diſtinAion between Jehovah and Elohim. and their 
manifeſted ſpirit : to each of them the holy ſcriptures 
aſcribe the ſame divine names, the ſame divine per- 
fections, the ſame divine works, the ſam2 divine glory 
which you aſcribe to God without that diſtinction, 
which is eſſential in the order of things; becauſe it is 
the toundation and pattern ot every regulated ſociety. 


And as you err in the diſtinction of the bleſſed three 
in one, who are equal in eſſence, you err alſo in the 
principle of unity and indiviſibility, becauſe the beget- 
ting of the omnipreſent Elohim doth not imply ſepera- 
tion; but only exertion of omnipreſent ſubſiſtences on 
zccount of the world, created and redeemed by them. 


And 
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And as you err in the principles of equality and diſ- 
tinction, of unity and indiviſibility, you allo err in the 
principle of liberty, becauſe if God is abſolutly one, 
without diſtinction of perſons, you deprive him cf that 
liberty, which is conſpicuously diſplayed in all his works 
words, ways. merc'es and judgments, conſequently the 
meanest creature is poſſeſſed ot a perſecticn which the 
Creator is wanting. Every rational creature poſſeſſes 
liberty to manifeſt and communicate his eſſence and na- 
ture, but if there is no real and eternal Son and Spirit of 
God, diſtin& in ſtate and truly God, God either could 
or would not manifaſt his eflence, which to hold is gi. 
ving his word the lie. The Chriſtian religion which 
teaches tne glorious liberty of the chiliren of Gad, by 
faith in the Son of God, as redeemer from ſin, death, 
devil, and eternal condemnation, and the ieuntoa and 
reception of every believer into the communion of the 
Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, by baptiſm, 
is to you a mere proſeſſion, for which purpole you, page 
163, explain the words of the apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor, x. 2. 
in a ſocinian ſenſe. To baptize one into Chriſt's name is 
not only a fign that © he believes aad tollows his miſſion 
and example, but that he is in a peculiar union and 
communion with him. Baptiſm is one of the means 
of grace by which, as by receiving the goſpel and the 
Lord's ſupper by faith, the baptized enters into the fa- 
mily of heaven, and is a partaker even of tae divine 
nature, as Chriſt ſays to one of the Jewiſh rulers, 
John iii. 6. that which is born of the Spirit is ſpirit, 
&c.“ and * where the ſpirit of the Lord is there is li- 
þerty,” 2 Cor, iii. 17, 18. It is called by the apoſtle 
Peter, 2 Ep. iii. 21. © the aniwer of a good conſci- 
emce towards God by the reſurrection of Jeſus Christ.“ 
| This 
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This reſutrection cf Jelus Chriſt muſt therefore 
be uncerſiood in an imputative and forenſic ſenſe, as 
in the caſe of Abraham, David, &c. ir the ivth chap. of 
the ep. to the Romans, where the word imputation oc- 
curs no leſs than 11 times 1n that ſenſe. Morality, or 
the condition of baptiſm, of which you fill near 80 
pages, is then perfect freedom by faith justifying in 
the blcod of atonement, and working by love. But can 
a belicver's conſcience anſwer the abſolute justice 
of an cfferded God, if the death and reſurreRion of 
Jeſus Chriit had not been made in a vicarious manner, 
and applicd freely to the conſcience of a ſinner, with a 
power to enable him to perform the condition ? Repen- 
tance, faith, and obedience is the effect ot God's grace, 
by which we are enabled, “to believe in God, to re- 
% nounce the devil, his works, the vain pomp and glory 
„ of the world, the coruupt deſires of the fleſh, and to 
keep Gods commandments ;” but if this effect and duty 
are malignantly and perſeveringly neglected, and reſiſt. 
ed, God is juſtified in withdrawing his grace and truth, 
and men remain {laves to ſin, death and condemnation, 


This doArine, which is a tranſcript of the moſt fer- 
vent lcve and mercy of God towards mankind, and 
of an abſolute enmity ard hatred towards fin, ſatan, his 
malignant angels, and the perſevering wicked, I hold 
to be uniformly contained in the word of God, of 
which the firſt goſpel promiſe, and the paradiſaical 
inſtitution is the fourdation. And as the Bible in the 
doctrine of Luther obtaized its political re-eſtabliſh. 
ment with a prer/o for a reconciliation of religious dif- 
ferences, it is from the pureſt motives, in behalf of 


the good cauſe, in the preſent awful criſis, that I con- 
tend 
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tend for the faith as it has been delivered by the apoſtles 
and by the pre ervation of the bible ro our forefathers. 


Never could I preſume, fir, that you, after the moſt 
ſolemn profeſſion and promiſe to your congregation, 
would ſtudiouſly, and repeatedly exclaim, undermine, 
and pervert thoſe doctrines, eſpecially in a period where- 

in ſwarms of impoſtors impiouſly annoy them with a 
vie to deprive chriſtian and proteſtant countries of 
their religious freedom by ſuch an abuſe of the prin- 
eiples of liberty of conſcience, and private judgment, 
which is only common to the molt profiigate and aban- 
doned, and which was never intended by thoſe ſtate acts 
of toleration granted by proteſtant princes, who meant 
only to facilitate a r2conciliation on a ſcriptural foot- 
ing,” which ever had been hindered by the mono- 
polizing uſurpations and oppreſſions of Rome, and 
therefore made it an article of the Augſburgh peace. 


If that court and its votaries, {the jeſuits,) by the in- 
ſtrumentality of French apoſtate priefts an! talſe poli 
ticians, have directly, or indirectiy, brought about a 
more ſpecious political ſyſtem in which the pope 
himſelf has joined, for his last 42 months and 666 
days; Rev. Xiii,—if by way of recrimination real 
proteſtants are charged with being as irreligious, as he- 
torodox, and as hoſtile to mankind as R. catholics, and 
that Luther, and Lutheran princes had no cauſe for 
that ſeperation, which their conſcience, and the cruel 
conduct of Rome, obliged them to make according tothe 
word of God; Romans certainly wanted no /#mulus by 
your heterodox books, during the moſt cruel revolu- 
tion to encreaſe theſe accuſations. The ſtates of Ger- 
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many in neg2ciating a peace with the artful French, 
in alliance with all the Roman catholic powers, ar2 
now dictated * to rencunce every ſpecies of pretenſion' 
which'the French are cunning enough not to define, 
but mean our -proteſtant political and religious 
| indedendency, &c. and will perhaps work upon 
the king of Pruſſia, &c. to continue univerſal tolera- 
tion without ſecuring an orthodox bible ſyſtem and 
the stipulated article of reconciliation of religious 
differences, as they have done with the Hollardian, the 
Gerevian aud the Swiſs Calvinistic protestants, now 
{wallowed up in the republican and papal vortex, and 
blindly enſlaved by treaties for a religion unknown, 


England, convinced cf the neceſſity of helping 
the church, has by lord Malm«ſbury's negotiation 
atterpted to fecure the cauſe of religien, as it ſtood 
by the treaties of Nymweg and Rylwick, down to that 
of 1783, the first gave France and the papal faction the 
aſcendancy, in which proteſtant powers could not join 
legally without a protest against deiſm and popery. 


They knew, hal they helped either France or the 
Emperor, the Reman intereſt would have bcen univer- 
{ally predominant, and their indeperdency would have 
been gene for ever. But had all. their Rev. doQors 
and profeſſors of real Proteſtantiſm laid hold of French 
abſitact politics, and reduced them to their biblical 
channel from whence they were ſtolen ; they could 
have reconciled theſe jarring intereſts, confirmed 
| the eſtabliſhment of peace and truth, prevented the re- 
turn of popery, cleanſed the political and civil code 
trom its rubbiſh, and made philoſophy, arts and ſcien= 
ces, ſubſervient to the caule of Chriſt and mankind. 


Here 
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Here I would have cloſed my letter; not becauſe it 
is a complete anſwer to every particular point, but be- 
cauſe it would prove ton prolix; and as you with Tho. 
Paine“ in the preface, page xviii, charge the wisdom of 
&« (God with not having laid down methodically the ſe- 
veral articles of faith and rules of conduct, in any one 
part of the word of Gd,“ &c ---as another publiſhe] a 
book at the time When you publiſhe] yours, wio alſo 
begins with the three kr.t chapters of Geneſis, in which 
he tates the doctrine of papiits, without naming them, 
in diſparagement of thoſe of the reformation and Lu- 
ther z--as citizen biſhop Gregoire in the forementioned 
letter to the archbiſhop of Argos, in Spain, appears 
alſo to refer to the * charter of rights and its di ſcoveries 
ripened tor ſixty centuries into an unperiſhable politi- 
cal and religious tenet of the ſovereigrity of the people; 
and as we do not know of what nature the new orthodox 
ſyſtem of the torſworn clergy in France, &c. may be, 
though the Morning chronicle two years ago, has 
given notice of its exiſtence and views * to ſettle the 
differences that have ſo long ſubſiſted between the 
Gallic churches and that of Rome,” I take my ground 
to prove firit againſt your charge, that the paradiſaical 
ſyſtem holds the articles of faith regularly, that its 
beauty of unparall-Jed antiquity is not irregu/ar ; that it 
affords in the conne x ion, in the or der, and relation of 
the articles of faith, and rules of condi, Imoſt a fall 
baſis of analogy of taith, which ſerves as an i: fallible 
rule to explain the whe bible, of which, ! give here but 
an imperiect sketch; 5ecau'e enough is oun in ſyſtems 
of our divines, even in luch pudlith:d theſe kitty years, 
J mean Rambach, Baumgarien, Cruſiu, Urlsberger, 

H and 


® gce the Bishop of Landaff's Apol >gy for the Bible, page 108. 
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and knight Michaelis, the latter republiſhed his Dogmatic 
in the year 1783, ſerves at leaſt in the arncle of 
Chriſt's vicarious ſatisfaction and divinity, as orthodox, 
Let us begin then with the article of God and the Tri- 
nity, with which alſo the Augsburgh Confeſſion begins, 


1. Jehovah Elohim, and their Spirit, are the creator of 
the heavens, the earth, and all things that are therein, 
in ſix days, as we find in Geneſis i. 1. 31. compared 
with ch. it. 4 9.—Theſe are one and indiviſible God 
poſſeſsed of equal and eternal perfections, and glory, 
but are diſtinquiſhed in ſtate as perſons in every out 
ward work. Deut. vi. 4. Matth. xxviii.18. Mark xii. 29-37. 


2 Jehovah is the firſt perſon, becauſe he precedeth E- 
Johim, as we find che ii. 4. 5. 7. 8. 9. 15. 16. 18. 
19. 21. 22. ch. iii. 8. 9. 13“ 14. 21. 22. 23. and 
in every ether place thronghout the bible, where he is 
diſtinguiſhed from Elchim and his Spirit. Pſ. xxxiii. 6. 


3. Elchim is the ſecond perſon, becauſe he is placed 
after Jchovah in all the above places. John the evangeliſt 
ſays, that Elchim, the all creating werd, was with God, 
that the word was made fleſh, that the apoſtles law 
his glory as the glory of the cnly begotten Son of 
the father. John i. 1—18. Solomon, Prov. viii. 22, 
alſo peaks of inaugurated wisdom, which was with 
Jehevah in the beginning of his way, St. Paul calls 
God's wisdom Jeſus Chriſt, the image and Son of God, 
by whom God made all things. Fph. iii. 9. Coll. i. 16. 
conſequently Elohim is the Chriſt of Jehovah, or Eloha, 


4. The ſpirit of Flohim moving on the waters is the 
third Perſon. The Jewiſh chuch holds the Spirit of 
| __ Elohim 
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Elohim to be the ſpirit of the Meſſiah, Ps. xlv, 8. He 
proccedeth from Jehovah through Elohim in movirg on 
the water ; he is the breath breathing lite in the noſtrils 
of Adam, Gen. ii. 7. comp. with ch. i. 26 and Job 
xxxiii. 8, Now he that procetdeth from agother, that 
anoints, and moveth, mult be diltinquithed as ſuch ; and 

as one that is numbered after one or two mu't be a per- 
| ſon, diſtin in Nate from them. The divine names, 
perfections, works and dignity, being attributed to the 
holy Spirit equally as to Jehovah Elohim, prove the 
ſameneſs and oneneſs of the divine nature. Theſe ar- 
ticles land inſeparably connected with one another, 


5s The creation of all things, viſible and inviſible, 
in ſix days, by Elohim, the word of Jehovah, or the 
ſpeaking Elohim, and his all-vivifying Spirit prove 
that the world is codenantly created, preſerved and 
ruled by the triune God. Gen. i. 26, It is true phi- 
loſophy to ſay, that every creature is poſſeſſed of ſome- 
thing myſterious belonging to the inaccellidle Jehovah, 
ſomething manifeſting belonging to Elohim, ſome- 
thing applicatively uſeful belonging to the Holy Ghost. 
Theſe 5 articles make the firſt in the Augſb. Con. 
Thoſe who hold that the Spirit of God ch. l. 1. ſigni- 
fiesonly a great wind, deny that Chriſt is the begianing 
of the creation, the oaly head of his church, his Spirit 
the only vicar on earth, and that the bleſſed Three in 
One are preſent in baptiſm and the Lord's ſupper, &c, 


6. The creation of men after the image cf Jehovah 
Elohim, and of their Spirit in wisdom, power, truth, 
righteousneſs, holineſs and love, conſequently free from 
ſir, miſery, pain, faiigning labour, and death, has 
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limited men for union and communion with God by 
laws, the moſt bereficial, ſuitable and encourageing 
But without laws and a tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, man's virtue could not be tried and rewarded, 
The tree of lite would then be no emblem of eternal 
life and reward, Gen. ii. 9. comp. Rev. ii. 7. xxii. 2. 

That the elements, as treaſures cf Providence, had a 
tendency to keep and confi:m men in the happy ſtate 
he was made in, is proved from Genelis i. 29. 31. ch. 

ii. 8. 25. vide John Arndts fix days work of the creation, 


7. The preſervaticn of all things, by the immediate 
concurrence ot the triune God in every creature ; the 
mediate ruling of the world by angels and magiſtrates 
called the children of Elohim. Gen. i. 26, iii, 24. 
Vi. 2. Pf. IxxXil. 1. 6. Excd. xxii. 9--28. John x. 34. 
evinces ihe neceſſity of the order of things, Chriſt, the 
expreſs image of his father's Perſon, bearing all things by 
the word of his power, Heb. 1. 1-3, is King otkings,&c. 


8. The government of wan, of his poſterity, and the 
brutal creation, follows in order with man's creation, 
when men had received his exiſtence, God ſaid © reple- 
niſh the earth and ſubdue it,” earth ſtands here ſynec- 
dochically. Rev. xxi. The ſtate of wedlock and its laws, 
the ſeventh day of recreative reſt, ſanctificd and bleſſed 
by God, the enjoyment ofa particular patrymony (the 
paradiſe, which is counted by gecgraphers to be a 
ſpot of 300 miles,) together with the tree of life for a 
conſtant encouragement to fidelity, prove the particular 
previdence of God for the two firlt pair. Thus every 
man's calling, if good, is his providential paradiſe re- 
acquired, ſanctified and bleſsed by Chriſt, the ſecond A- 
dam while even on curled ground. Gen. ii. 8-25 iii. 15. 
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9. The limitation of man's free will for the choice 
of what is good only, and for his preſervation in his 
primitive hate, by prohibiting the © eating of the troe 
of knowledge of good and ev I. proves indeed, the poſſi · 
bility of ſinning; but the preponderaney of good things 
limited for mans happineſs, afforded the ſtrengell 
motives to improve every temptation for good, by a right 
' uſe ot reaſon, the lenſes, and any other external means, 
Man's wil was never lo free as T. Paine and others 
would make it. What is not abſolutely free in conſe- 
quences is not free indeed ard mutt be reſtrained for 
the real order of things. When laws were neceſſary 
in paradiſe to limit man's ations, how mach more are 
they inthe ſlate of corruption, where grace abounds not, 


10. The commiting of ſin and tranſgreſſton of an e xpreſs 
law of Jehovah Elchim by Satan, the abuſe of mental 
ard bodily ſenſes and faculties, ſtands cloſely connected 
With, and follows man's happy ſtate ; the gradation, 
and aggravation of ſin ard its wages in proportion en- 
tails ſpiritual, temporal, and eternal death, Ch, ii. 1. 
7. by a poſitive law of a juſt and holy Cod. ch. ii. 17. 
11. Hereditary fin and its consequences as a tians- 
fer from Satan to Adam and Eve, and by them to 
others, is deſcribed ch, iii. 7 13. Hypocriſy, ſhame, 
fear, preſumption, accuſation of God, &c, rather 
than ourſelves, a firiving impotency to find out means 
to ſave ourſelves from milery are but characteriſtics of 
the fall common to devils and men. See the articles of 
hereditary fin and free will, in the Augſb. Confeſſion. 
12. Papal contrition, confeſſion and ſelf- ſatisfactien 
would not have ſaved Adam, Eve, and their poſterity. v. 
12. Calling and regenerating grace prepared their ſouls 
for faith, which is accomplith:d by the power of truth. 
12. The appointment of a Saviour in human nature as 
OI enmity 
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enmity to ſatan and his ſeed for their deſtruction, in. 
ſtead and in behalf of the woman and her ſeed, (unable 
to conquer ſuch an enemy and his hoft,) the method 
of ſalvation by executing abſclute juſtice on Chriſt's 
human nature, in order to ſatisſy God's broken law, are 
plain proc fs of the divinity of Chrilt's perſon, his vica- 
rious atcnement, and the forenſic imputation thereof to 
man. Eve juſtified of ſin became now the mother of all 
living, by a free promiſe, which! ſhe laid hold of, by 
faith, wreught through the power of God. This article 
hands methodically connected with the foregoing 
ſtate cf ſin, wrath, death and condemnation. Gen. iii. 
15. It is the third and fourth art. in the Augſb. Con. 


13. The command of God; © repleniſh and ſubdue 
the earth,“ given before the fall, Gen. i. 26. is renew- 
ed by a premiſe, connected with the doctrire of the 
croſs unto Eve, &c. Jehovah faith, I will greatly mul- 
tiply thy forrow and thy conception, &2. In forrow 
thou ſhalt brirg forth children, and thy deſire fhall be 
to thy huiband and he ſhall reign over thee.” ch. ili. 16, 


14. The right to the uſe cf the fruits of the earth 
given to Adam before the fall, Gen. i. 26-31. is again 
ſecured, but not without a croſs, and reſtraining curſe 
on the ground, in conſequence cf his tranſgre ſſion of 
the divine command, and the preferring obedience more 
to his wife than to God. ch. iii 1719. How juſt are 
the temperary judgments of God when conſidered with 
the abundancy of wantonly abuſed mercies, and the 
free gift of a Saviour umo cternal life to ſanAify them. 


15. Adam by faith in the promise of a Saviour 
breaks through the cloud of divire vrath threatened 
to him, his Wite and poſterity, and declares his part- 
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ner, before with him under ſentence of death, „ the 
mother of the all living,“ ver. 20. {by whom all live. 


17. The faith of Adam and Eve receives freely the 
tokens of divine grace. Their naked bodies are cloth- 
ed with ſkins of teas flain. (no doubt as types of 
Chriſt ordained to be flain from the beginning of the 
world.) When Cain brought an unbloody ſacrifice, he 
gave proof of his rejecting Chriſt, and was rejected in 
return. Infuled righteousnels (except true faith is meant) 
cannot be the moving cauſe of onr jultification, as 
papiſts, ſocinians and others hold ; becauſe ſuch a 
righteouſneſs and faith, were not found in Alam before 
the promiſe, All naturaliſts pretend to ſuch a taith, 


18. Adam thus endowed with faith within, and 
clothed without, by garments not provided and made by 
him, but by Jehovah Elohim, is declared to be © as one 
of Jehovah Elohim;“-likeneſs and equality in nature and 
circumſtances, imply union and communion—ſuch is 
the caſe with Chriſt and his people, through him alone 
they are owned, accepted, and made like to his image, 
not only in the eſſential human paris, but in his vir. 
tues, ſufferings, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and eter- 
nal glory, Eph. it. 1-9. The infinite diſtinction between 
him and them and in the order of ſociety militates not 
againſt equality of nature. He is our firſt- born brother, 


19 To preſerve them for a better life than the pre- 
ſent, the place of ſin and temptation, viz. the earthly 
paradiſe, and the way to the tree of immortality, is 
guarded by cherubims and a flaming ſword, Thus is 
the way to temporal pleaſures, riches, and glory, guard- 
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ed ty temporal aflitions, poverty, loſſes, trials, con- 
tempt, and perſecution, for the obtaining of heavenly 
plea'ures, ſpiritual gain, riches, and everlaſting glory. 
Matt, v. 312. If any ran will come unto me, ſays 
Chiiſt, let him deny biml- lt, and take up his cro's daily. 

20 T he four laſt things may be proved in like manner, 

21. As to the rules of conduct towards God, ourſelves, 
and our fellowereatures, they are laid down equally me- 
th odical, ſee Mollen on Chriſt. Virt. page 171-278. 
I will only fay with regard to them and to all other ſyſ- 
tems impoſed upon the world by ancient and modern 
philoſophers, moralifls and politicians, that whatever is 
gcod in them, is eving to the fertility. of the lite- 
ri] ard ſuperratural ſenſe, transferred to nations by 
this conſtituticn, which ſenſe the real Lutheran church 
holds io be but one, according to the divine purpoſe for 
urien of his people with Jehovah, by faith. 
* Yeur 47 pages cf hiſtory ] regulate with my chro- 
nology, fer the confirmation of the dectrines of Lu- 
ther, viz. as 2 fixes make the time of the creation by 
the triune Jehovah ; three times 666, and the ſix days 
of the creation added, make the time of the death of 
Noah, and the birth of Abraham, both had faith juſt i- 
tying. Heb. xi. 7. Rom. iv. G-25. i S'x times 666 
Fake the tine of the miraculous conception of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, who mace atcrement for the fins of the 
world. N:re times et makes 6cco years, and nine 
times 977, with the firlt 7 days added, make 7000, 
One tl ird cut cf voc is 3 times £66 ard 333 years. 
| Theſe frem the date of Rene make the year 1583, when 
the Auſburg Cen. was reviſed in Formula Concerdia 
by order of three electers and Julius Duke of Brunſwig. 
I'cloſe, ſaying, If keterodoxy is r1gi.t G. x is wrong 
let rather God be true and «every may. 
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